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Minutes of the National Interdepartmental AMR Consultative Committee – 

4th meeting, 22nd November 2016 

Location: Room 5W Agriculture House 

 

Attendance:                                                                             

Chairs: 

Mr. Martin Blake, Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) (Chair) and Dr Kathleen MacLellan, Director of 
Patient Safety & Quality Unit (Co- Chair) in the absence of  Dr. Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) who was unable to attend the meeting.  
 
Committee Members: 

Dr. Robert Cunney, Clinical Lead, HSE HCAI & AMR Clinical Programme 
Dr. Karen Burns Consultant Clinical Microbiologist Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
Dr.  John Cuddihy Acting Assistant National Director of Public Health HSE (o.b.o. Kevin Kelleher HSE) 
Dr. Aishling O’Connor Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (o.b.o. Dr Brian Donlon Research 
Manager)  
 Ms. Sheila O’Connor, Patient Representative 
Dr Niamh O’Sullivan, Chair, HSE/RCPI Clinical Advisory Group 
Mr. Ray Finn, President, Veterinary Council of Ireland 
Ms. Mairead -Wallace-Pigott, President, Veterinary Ireland 
Mr. John Comer, President, Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 
Dr. Gabriel Beechinor Director of Veterinary Services Health Products Regulatory Authority (o.b.o. 
Dr. Lorraine Nolan CEO)  
Dr. Lisa O’Connor Chief Specialist Biological Safety Food Safety Authority of Ireland (o.b.o. Dr Pamela 
Byrne, CEO)  
Dr. Margaret O’Sullivan, Chair, National Zoonoses Committee 
Dr Dónal Sammin, Director of DAFM Laboratories (o.b.o. Dr. John Egan, Superintending Senior 
Research officer, Central Veterinary Research Laboratory) 
 
Department of Health: 
Ms. Eithne Barron, Patient Safety & Quality Unit  
Ms. Sarah Delaney, Patient Safety and Quality Unit 

 Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine: 
Ms Hazel Sheridan, Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
Ms. Caroline Garvan, Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
Ms Frances MacAodháin, Assistant Principal 
Ms. Breda Meehan, HEO, Veterinary Medicines Division 

Apologies:  
 Mr. Joe Healy President IFA 
Dr Kevin Kelleher Assistant National Director Health and Wellbeing HSE 
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1. Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 13 April 2016 were approved. However, 

Dr.  Donal Sammin indicated that the minutes require an amendment  in relation to the update given 

by him on that date on surveillance for AMR.  (Post meeting the minutes were amended to state:  

‘Dr. Sammin updated the group on surveillance for AMR in food-producing animals. Monitoring for 

AMR in zoonotic and indicator bacteria isolated from animals and food and diagnostic support for 

disease prevention and prudent use of antimicrobials are the two relevant areas of activity 

supported by DAFM laboratories. There is harmonisation of sampling and monitoring across the 

Member States (MSs) for monitoring resistance in isolates obtained from poultry and pigs since 

2014; Ireland compares well with other Member States.  The 2014 EU summary report on AMR in 

zoonotic and indicator bacteria from humans, animal and food (EFSA/ECDC) noted levels of 

resistance increasing in 2015.  The challenge is to obtain more information on antibiotic usage in 

animals and to develop methodologies to capture this information at farm level)’. 

 

2. Matters arising  

 

Submission of Conflict of Interest forms outstanding. 

Members were reminded of their obligation to submit a conflict of interest form. The form was 

circulated to Committee members at the meeting. 

   

Lobbying Act 2015 

Clarification on the Lobbying Act 2015 was provided.The regulation which was commenced in 

September 2015 is aimed at giving more openness and transparency about those who are lobbying 

either the government of public officials about matters of policy, or legislation or awarding of 

grants/contracts/loans involving public funds. Members were advised that the Committee can be 

exempted from the requirement to register its members under Section 5(5)(n) of the Act, the 

Committee being a ‘relevant body’ as described in Section 6(a) and (b).  The Committee will conduct 

its activities in accordance with the criteria as set out in (DEPR) Transparency Code (certain 

information to be put on the Departments’ websites). 

 

3. National Action Plan Document   -  Progress to date 

This is a multi-stakeholder Action Plan necessitating imput from all relevant stakeholders. 

 

Presentation by Ms. Frances MacAodhain, Veterinary Medicines, Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine 

Ms MacAodhain gave a presentation on the National Action Plan for AMR and DAFM’s plan for a 

consultation process.  The presentation was aimed at the relevant agriculture stakeholders present 

at the meeting and explained the terms used by the WHO which will form the basis of the document 

and what they mean for stakeholders when coming up with their contributions to the plan. 

 

Presentation by Dr  Kathleen MacLellan – Department of Health 

Dr  MacLellan gave a presentation on D/Health’s progress to date on the national action plan. It was 

noted that a focus group had been held with key stakeholders to inform the development of the 

health elements of the national action plan to date.  
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Tour de Table – Committee members were asked to give their views on how they might be able to 

contribute to the National Action Plan for AMR: 

 

• Ms Mairead Wallace-Pigott, President Veterinary Ireland  Veterinary Ireland intends to 

concentrate on global objectives, 1, 3 and 4.  Veterinary Ireland has a published policy 

document  on AMR and they intend to focus on its implementation.   The other activities 

Veterinary Ireland are considering include: using the Veterinary Ireland communication 

system to deliver information on AMR to vets, putting together a panel of expert speakers 

who can present on AMR, liaising  with UCD in relation to the Agricultural  science curriculum. 

 

• Mr. Ray Finn , President VCI -  Proposed activities include - Proposed activities include: 

Drafting a pull-out document so veterinary surgeons can check that they prescribing with AMR 

principles in mind, using the VCI newsletter and website to publicise upcoming AMR events, 

preparation of online CPD module on AMR, review the veterinary premises accreditation 

scheme to incorporate measures to tackle AMR, publish the findings of a VCI sponsored PhD 

student researching microbial resistance in the pig industry. 

 

• Ms. Lisa O’Connor, FSAI – Proposed activities include: article on AMR in the FSAI newsletter, 

greater engagement with retailers and Bord Bia on AMR. 

 

• Mr John Comer, President, ICMSA –   stated that he understands the importance of AMR but 

that it would be important for farmers that any requirements placed on them in relation to 

AMR would be cost neutral.   

 

• Ms.Hazel Sheridan SSVI, DAFM – informed the Committee that DAFM had organized an AMR 

seminar   for 29th November 2016 aimed mainly at farmers and it was most important that 

there is  engagement from farmers in relation to AMR. 

 

• Dr Rob Cunney, Clinical Lead, HSE HCAI & AMR Clinical Programme – outlined that the HSE has 

a specific focus on antimicrobial stewardship activities at hospital and community level.  

Governance and AMR cost evaluation challenges were noted.  

 

• Dr. Karen Burns, HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre – outlined recent trends and the 

identified the need for targeted resources for AMR. Need to ensure community health 

organisations (CHOs) infection control focus was noted.  

 

• Dr. Gabriel Beechinor, Director Veterinary Sciences –   expressed the view that there needs to 

be a focus on providing useful, practical information on AMR for stakeholders in agriculture.  

Dr Beechinor also pointed out the importance of knowing if the measures inserted in the 

action plan are working and suggested that the Committee should consider how the plan 

could be benchmarked. 
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• Ms. Sheila O’Connor,, Patient Representative - noted the seriousness of AMR and that public 

awareness of and interest in AMR is vital.   

 

• Dr. Aishling O’Connor, Environmental Protection Agency affirmed that while a One Health 

approach is the accepted philosophy for all plans to tackle AMR, knowledge in relation to the 

impact of environmental factors is lacking and the EPA will be focussing very much on 

research in the area of the contribution of environmental causes to the development of AMR. 

 

• Dr Niamh O’Sullivan, HSE – noted the importance of AMR cost evaluation and highlighted the 

challenges and complexities for such a programme of work.  

 

Following the tour de table, a discussion ensued with the following points made by members of the 

Committee: 

• There needs to be a wider view in terms of recognising who can provide an input into the 

action plan.  Our education providers should be involved. It was queried as to whether  the 

Department of Finance has a role in quantifying the cost of AMR to the exchequer. KML 

noted that the Department of Health is scoping a project on the health costs of AMR and 

HCAIs. 

• The message to the public on AMR needs to be clear and needs to be powerful. 

• Stakeholders should examine their areas and see if they can identify critical gaps. 

• Getting the objectives for the action plan right is a very important first step. 

• In drafting the action plan, policy makers should look at the success of other information 

campaigns, such as that for road safety and see what can be learned. 

 

Mr Blake and Dr MacLellan thanked the members for the contributions and stated that the deadline 

for presenting the plan to the Committee is February 2017.  This is so that the plan can be approved 

by Government in time for submission to the WHO by May 2017. 

 

4. Progress on enhanced surveillance 

             Both Donal Sammin and Margaret O’Sullivan have focused on AMR Surveillance between both 

sectors, with the initial step of scoping the feasibility of producing a joint AMR Surveillance Report. 

In considering the scope/structure of such a report, they examined the UK One Health Report 

published in July 2015 and the DANMAP 2014 report published in September 2015.    

              The broad objectives of the joint AMR Report will include - (a) raise general AMR awareness (b) 

establish baseline on antimicrobial usage & resistance patterns, - human/animal, (c) begin 

monitoring of trends and (d) identify critical knowledge and resource gaps in surveillance.  

 

5. A.O.B. 

Date of next meeting 

The date of next meeting was proposed as 16th February 2017.  

 

 Veterinary Medicines 

DAFM,       January 2017  


