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     Minute 

National Interdepartmental AMR Consultative Committee 

Seventh Meeting, 22nd November 2017 

 

Attendance:                        Location :  Room 9.42, Hawkins House 
Chairs 

Dr. Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer (CMO) (Co-Chair) 

Dr. Paula Barry-Walsh, Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer o.b.o. Dr. Martin Blake CVO 

     

Committee Members 

Prof. Martin Cormican, HSE HCAI National Lead 

Dr. Niamh O’Sullivan, Chair, HSE / RCPI Clinical Advisory Group on HCAI 

Dr. Kevin Kelleher, HSE by phone o.b.o. Dr. Stephanie O’Keeffe, National Director, Health 

and Wellbeing Directorate HSE 

Dr. Rob Cunney o.b.o. Dr. Karen Burns, Consultant Microbiologist, HSE, Health Protection 

Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 

Ms. Sheila O’Connor, Patient Representative  

Dr. John Egan, Superintending Senior Research Officer, Central Veterinary Research 

Laboratory, Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine (DAFM) 

Mr. T. J. Maher o.b.o. Mr. Joe Healy, President, Irish Farmers’ Association 

Mr. David Graham, CEO, Animal Health Ireland 

Mr. Ray Finn, President, Veterinary Council of Ireland 

Dr. Lorraine Nolan, CEO, Health Products Regulatory Authority 

Dr. Margaret O'Sullivan, Chair, National Zoonoses Committee 

Dr. Pamela Byrne, CEO, Food Safety Authority of Ireland 

 

Department of Health 

Dr. Kathleen MacLellan, Director, National Patient Safety Office (NPSO)  

Ms. Eithne Barron, NPSO 

Ms. Sarah Delaney, NPSO 

Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine 

Dr. Hazel Sheridan, Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 

Dr. Caroline Garvan, Superintending Veterinary Inspector 

Dr. Pat Clune, Veterinary Inspector 

Mr. Niall McIntyre, Veterinary Medicines Division 

Apologies 

Dr. Martin Blake, Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) (Co-Chair) 

Dr. Karen Burns, Consultant Microbiologist, HSE, Health Protection Surveillance Centre  

Dr. Dónal Sammin, Director of Laboratories, DAFM laboratory Services 

Mr. John O’Connor, President, Veterinary Ireland  

Mr. John Comer, President, Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 

Dr. Laura Burke, CEO, Environmental Protection Agency 

 

1) Welcome & Apologies 
Dr. Holohan welcomed all.  Apologies for this meeting from the CVO, four Committee 

members and Dr. Sammin were also noted.  
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2) Approval of Minutes of meeting of 6th April 2017 
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

 

3) Conflict of Interest Forms 

Conflict of Interest documentation was circulated for new Committee members to complete 

and return to the secretariat.  

 

4) Review of launch of iNAP and dissemination of Plan 

The excellent collaboration and 'One Health' approach of the two Departments and their 

stakeholders in developing iNAP was noted by the Deputy CVO. Dissemination of iNAP to as 

wide an audience as possible is now commencing via both Departments and key messages 

and timeframes will form part of the implementation plan. 

 

5) The approach to and development of an Implementation Plan plus 

summary of Priority year 1 Activities 

The establishment of an implementation group is being considered by the Department of 

Health, however support for the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) on CPE 

is a first requirement in addressing iNAP's Strategic Interventions and Activities. Work under 

NPHET will be in line with iNAP and through the NPHET process implementation of Actions 

in iNAP will be mapped.  Engagement with the HSE on publicising both these bodies of work 

is ongoing.  

 

The two Departments welcome consideration by Committee members on tailoring the 

messages of iNAP to reach all stakeholders, as a way of strengthening the 'One Health' focus 

with one voice where appropriate; the equal importance of hand washing for both the human 

health and the veterinary and animal health sectors for example. A common communications 

message on AMR across stakeholders' websites for example and a visible tag line to 

disseminate across all sectors would be very clear; in addition, increasing links to relevant 

organisations' websites would also disseminate the message.  

 

A new Communications Manager has been appointed to support the HSE's HCAI National 

Lead and discussion on highlighting the progress in the work around iNAP has commenced.  

 

The capacity for joint working between the human and animal health sectors will be further 

considered; work on a Joint Surveillance Report is on-going. Committee views on 

categorisation of Critically Important Antibiotics (CIAs) lists for Ireland's particular 

requirements was invited; Committee members will engage between meetings.  

 

It was considered appropriate to examine the Committee's Terms of Reference now that iNAP 

had been published and the end of the 3-year term of many members of the Committee had 

been reached; the two Departments will consider the matter and discuss with the Committee 

at its next meeting in 2018.  
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In relation to research, it was noted that HIQA is conducting a Health Technology 

Assessment for rapid diagnostic testing in GP services, to be completed mid-2018; this and 

other research considerations will be ongoing topics for discussion. An EPA, Teagasc and 

DAFM funding of research projects in UHG will commence in January 2018 and European 

Commission funding for AMR through Joint Actions is ongoing.  

 

6) Update on One Health AMR Surveillance Report (Strategic Intervention 

2.5 of iNAP) 

 

Work on this project is on-going between the HSE, HPSC and DAFM. The intention is to 

produce a report that is accessible to the general reader as well as specialists. Meetings will 

continue and regard to other countries' surveillance reports is part of the assessment of 

Ireland's position. Discussions on staff resources and progressing development of the report 

will be held off line with colleagues. 

 

7) Update on National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) on CPE 

The position on CPE numbers reported since 2012 was outlined and the consequent decision 

by Minister Harris to convene the Team. The NPHET is working in a coordinated way to 

determine priority actions to address CPE across the system. The DoH website has updated 

information on progress on a weekly basis.  

 

8) AOB 

i) European Commission/ECDC Health and Food Audits and Analysis Programme of 'One 

Health' Country visits to assess HCAI/AMR structures 

The Committee discussed the invitation by the European Commission to Ireland to request a 

visit during 2018. It was agreed that this would be considered and the scope of the visit 

would be researched before responding to the Commission. DAFM have more experience of 

this programme as it has been in operation in the agriculture/food area for 20 years. 

 

ii) One Health Congress 2020 - email from the Convention Centre Dublin seeking support 

for a bid to host the event in Dublin 

The request, received by the Chief Veterinary Officer and the Chair of the National Zoonoses 

Committee, will be discussed and considered by the two Departments separate to the 

Committee meeting schedule. 

 

 

iii)Priority of Activities and cross-sectoral engagement 

A discussion on the 'Priority 1' Activities in iNAP noted that most were for the human health 

area at present.  It was agreed that current work on-going in relation to other ‘Priority 2’ 

and ‘Priority 3’ activities would be usefully continued.  The purpose of this meeting in 
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relation to implementation of iNAP was to facilitate discussion on our approach both 

together and separately as appropriate.  

 

iv)Next meeting 

A March 2018 date for the next meeting of the Committee was agreed; the two Departments' 

secretariats will arrange and advise all. 

 

 

 

Eithne Barron 

NPSO 

 

23 November 2017 

 

 

 


