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Consolidated Prescribed Bodies Observations:  21/08/19 – 18/09/19 
 

Water Marine Advisor 

 

 
Re Foreshore licence application by Celtic Connect Ltd/Aqua Comms for the installation of a subsea 
fibre optic cable (Havhingsten Telecommunications Cable) on the foreshore, with landfall at 
Loughshinny Co. Dublin (FS006915) - your e-mail of 22/08/2019 refers- 
 
In relation to the above Celtic Connect Ltd/Aqua Comms has submitted an application to DHPLG for a 
Foreshore Licence to facilitate the installation of a subsea fibre optic cable on the foreshore extending 
from Loughshinny in North Dublin to Squires Gate Lane (south of Blackpool in England). This section 
also includes two branches onto the Isle of Man.    It is intended that the subsea cable would be linked 
via an on-shore cable network in Ireland to the cable hub station at Loughshinny. Separately the ESB 
has applied for Planning Permission from Fingal Co for the development of a single storey cable landing 
station at ESB Loughshinny 38kv Substation (Planning Ref no F19A/0169). Other marine elements of 
the proposed cable in the North Sea will extend it to Denmark .The cable route will extend more than 
940km in total and deliver a boost to bandwidth (maximum rate of data transfer) between Ireland/Isle 
of Man/UK and Denmark. The general line of the sub-sea route is show in Figure 1.1 (ref Figure 1.1 in 
‘’Planning Report ‘’ dated July 2019).The proposed cable route within Irish Foreshore domain is shown 
on Drawing No P2228-CORR-006 (outlined red). The cable length on foreshore is 29.8km and the 
40mm diameter cable will be laid within the marine cable corridor of 500m-narrowing to a 250m 
corridor at nearshore/ landfall point - (this area was subject to SI on foot of a previous Foreshore 
Licence granted in autumn 2018 Ref No FS006746) within an area of 1446Ha. 
 
Engineering comments are as follows: 
 
SUBMITTED DOCUMENTATION 
 
The following documentation was submitted to DHPLG in support of this Foreshore Licence 
Application  
 

 Completed Foreshore Licence Application Form dated 5/6/2019   
 

 ‘’Aquacoms Company Documentation’’ dated July 2019  
 

 Drawings/Maps as follows: 
 

o Drawing No P2228-CORR-002-   entitled  ‘’Installation Corridor Republic of Ireland 
Route’’  dated  July 29th 2019 – on an  Admiralty Chart Base map (this shows proposed 
cable route within a 500m corridor-250m nearshore-  ) 
 

o Drawing No P2228-CORR-006-entitled ‘’Foreshore Licence Map‘’ dated July 29th 
2019,-on an Admiralty chart base map (this shows proposed cable route on foreshore 
within a 500m corridor from HWM to 12NM section outlined red).   

 
o Drawing No P2228-CORR-007 entitled ‘’Foreshore Licence Map Landfall ‘’dated 29th 

July 2019  on an OS Map (this shows the proposed nearshore cable route and landfall 
at Loughshinny) 
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 ‘Foreshore Licence Application for Cable Installation-PLANNING REPORT’ dated July 2019 
prepared by Intertek  Consultants (containing the more detailed technical and environmental   
information in connection with the Foreshore Licence Application) which also contains the 
following sub-appendices: 

 
o Appendix A ‘’Environmental Assessment Methodology’’ dated 26th June 2019 

prepared by Intertek /Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants    
 
o Appendix B ‘’Application Corridor Coordinates ‘’ dated July 2019  
 
o Appendix C ‘’Cable Burial Assessment’’ dated July 2019 and prepared by 

Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network  Consultants 
 

o Appendix D  ‘’Fisheries Activity Study’’  dated July 2019 and prepared by 
Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network   Consultants   

 
o Appendix E1 ‘’Marine Archaeology Desk Based Assessment’’ dated July 2019 and 

prepared by Intertek /Alcatel Submarine Network  Consultants  
 

o Appendix E2  ‘’Marine Archaeology Foreshore Survey’’ dated July 2019 and prepared 
by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants 

 
o Appendix F ‘’Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment ‘’ dated July 2019 and 

prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants  
 

o Appendix G ‘’Underwater Sound Modelling’ ’dated 22nd May 2019 and prepared by 
Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 
o Appendix H ‘’Sediment Suspension for Irish component of Havhingsten’’ dated July 

2019 and prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 
 

o Appendix I1 ‘’Marine Survey Report-BU Port Erin to BMH Loughshinny’ ’dated June 
2019 and prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 
o Appendix I2 ‘’Marine Survey-Intertidal Survey report’’ dated July 2019 and prepared 

by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 
 

o Appendix F4 ‘’Benthic Characterisation Report-Ireland’’ dated June 2019 and 
prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants  

 
o Appendix J ‘’Pre Application Consultation ‘’dated July 2019 
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  
 
The proposed project is described in detail with reference to the ‘’Planning Report’’ dated July 2019 
The planned cable route on the foreshore is shown on Drawing No P2228-CORR-006   ‘’Foreshore 
Licence Map  ‘’ with a Landfall point at Loughshinny  and will take up a total post lay area of foreshore 
of 0.0298km2 (nominal Main Lay swathe 1.0m wide to 12 NM Limit) with a Corridor Width of 500m 
(250m either side of route shown on this Drawing-) based on Site Investigation Survey Corridor which 
takes up an initial area of   14.46KM2(1446HA ) 
 
From MHWS seaward the 40mm cable will be buried to a target depth of 1.5m to 2m below the 
seabed. The cable will be buried using various industry standard burial tools including water jetting 
and ploughing. The main offshore cable lay will be performed by an installation vessel with a dynamic 
positioning system which will mean that anchors are unlikely to be used  
 
An example of the double armour fibre optic cable with an overall diameter of 40mm(including 
protective layers) is described with reference to Section 2.2 and Fig 2-1 in ‘’Planning Report’’ 
 
Three pre-selected Landfalls were initially considered for the east coast of Ireland: 
 

1. Loughshinny 
2. Portrane 
3. Donabate  

 
Portrane was discounted as this was to be the landing spot for another cable. The other two were 
subject to Cable Route Surveys and SI. The Donabate landfall options were discounted as the route 
would traverse strong tidal currents, rocky substrate and  potentially sensitive archaeological and 
fishing areas .The Loughshinny landfall  was selected as it presented relatively few marine constraints 
in comparison to the other sites investigated .Furthermore the survey data was used to inform a cable 
burial assessment which is provided in Appendix C and this  identified that the Loughshinny cable 
laying area was predominantly composed of sands and clays  and so there were no obvious areas 
where cable burial may be signifantly less than the target depth of 1.5M.  
 
The proposed cable installation consists of the following different elements:  
 
Pre-Lay grapnel run: 
 
Prior to the start of the marine cable lay installation a pre-lay grapnel run, as described in Section 2.5.2 
of the Planning Report ,will be undertaken over the length of the cable route to clear any obstructions 
from the route .Any debris retained from this process will be collected on board and disposed of  
appropriately through licenced on shore facilities 
 
Beach Manhole BMH (inshore) 
 
 The BMH is the interface between the marine cable and terrestrial cable and is described with 
reference to Section 2.6.4.1 of the Planning Report .It will be constructed above MHWS in the car park 
at Loughshinny. From the BMH a duct will be installed beneath the car park to a point at the back of 
the beach .The position of the BMH will dictate the length of seaward duct, which will be installed in 
a seaward trench of 27m length. The seaward duct will be installed in advance of the shore end 
installation. The duct consists of 100mm diameter PVC or HDPE pipe buried to a depth of app 1.25m 
on leaving BMH increasing to 1.5m at the beach end. Duct will be installed from BMH to the edge of 
the beach using diggers and handheld trenching tools.(this work is not on foreshore). 
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Shore End (to LWM) 
 
From the end of the seaward duct to LWM, trenching of the cable across the beach to a target depth 
of 2m will be undertaken .An articulated pipe (600mm diameter) will be applied to the cable across 
the beach for additional protection. Trench will be excavated using diggers and manual trenching. The 
excavated sand will be used to backfill the trench. 
 
The beach excavation will typically be carried out using small tracked diggers. A backhoe machine and 
hand tools will be used to form a trench of app dimension 0.5m width x 1.5m target depth within the 
intertidal area. The trench will be backfilled with excavated material following installation and the 
beach profile will be restored 
 
Offshore (LWM to 15m water depth) 
 
The burial of the cable will be undertaken using handheld jet burial tools operated by divers supported 
by dive support vessels in the inshore area. Target burial depth is 1.5m.  
 
Offshore (15m water depth to EEZ boundary)  
 
Cable lay will be undertaken by plough burial using ASN HD3 plough from the main lay cable ship. The 
target burial depth is 1.5m and the plough will provide continuous depth of burial verification during 
the installation operation. Simultaneous cable installation with plough burial is the planned method 
for the majority of the offshore route .Alternative methods will be applied where target burial cannot 
be achieved with this method or within 250m distance of crossings. 
 
More details in relation to Plough and Water Jetting techniques is provided in Sections 2.6.1.2 and 
2.6.1.3 of the ‘Planning Report’’. 
 
Offshore cable installation will commence from the Irish/UK median line and run towards Loughshinny 
landing site. Onshore installation (BMH and horizontal directional drilling under car park) will be 
completed before the marine cable reaches shore. 
 
The target burial depth for the cable is 1.5m. In areas of stiff soil, the actual burial depth may be 
reduced but it is planned to be still at a depth which will protect the cable from fishing activities and 
generally not less than 0.4 to 0.6m subject to the nature of the geophysical nature of the seabed and 
burial assessment and risk categorisations. 
 
All cable laying activities will be closely monitored and the on-board engineers will be utilizing the 
latest advancements in the undersea cable installation industry in order to ensure that the cable is 
laid according to engineered design. 
 
The proposed cable installation is ‘’un- repeated’’ meaning that there is no power supply to the cable 
.Therefore operation of the cable is not expected to emit any electric induced magnetic fields or heat 
to the surrounding sediment or seabed and there are no anticipated effect of cable operation on the 
environment. 
 
More details in relation to the cable laying operations are provided with reference to the ‘’Planning 
Report’’ in Sections 2.5 to 2.8 inclusive. 
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Cable Installation Programme  
 
The cable installation programme is described with reference to Section 2.7 of the Planning Report 
(ref Table 2.6) and can be summarised as follows 
 
Pre Installation Works (incl pre-lay grapnel run)  1d 
 
Offshore installation (ploughing and cable lay)  3d (within all Irish Waters) 
 
Shore end tie in      2-3d 
 
Post lay burial and reinstatement (nearshore)  7d 
 
Seaward Duct Installation at Loughshinny   2-3d 
 
Beach Manhole Construction (non foreshore)  12-14d 
  
It is intended that all of the above works would be carried out in November 2019. This may be subject 
to change arising from the licensing/permitting process, weather or operational factors. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 
ECOLOGY 
 
A  Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been undertaken for the Havihingsten cable by 
the Applicants and is presented in Appendix F. Other studies undertaken to inform the Stage 1 
Screening included for ‘’Underwater Noise Assessment’’-Ref Appendix G-,’’Sediment Suspension and 
Dispersion’’-Ref Appendix H’’-,’’ Survey Reports’’- Ref Appendix I-. 
 
A summary of the ‘’Natura 2000 Screening Assessment’’ is also provided in Section 5 of the Planning 
Report. The screening assessed 17 Natura 2000 sites that were either within the direct zone of 
influence of the proposed activities or contain mobile Annex II species (e.g. Harbour Porpoises etc.) 
which could potentially travel to the area. These are shown on Figure 5.1 (Pg. 41 of Planning Report) 
and with reference to Table 5.3(ref Appendix F). .Initial screening concluded that it was possible that 
there exists a pressure receptor pathway between proposed installation and maintenance activities 
and the Qualifying Interests (QI) of 12 of the 17 sites reviewed.  Further analysis of the likely significant 
effects taking into consideration the sites conservation objectives concluded that the proposed 
installation and maintenance activities will not have a likely significant effect on any of the Natura 
2000 sites screened .Table 5.2 (ref Planning Report Pg. 38/39)  summarises the conclusions of the 
assessment of likely significant effects . 
 
No reef areas were identified within the marine cable corridor within the Rockabill to Dalkey Island 
SAC. Sediment disturbance and deposition caused by the installation (ploughing, jetting), will be within 
the levels of natural variability experienced during storm events and no effect to reef areas is 
expected. Low level noise disturbance to cetacean species within 130m(conservative) of the 
installation vessels may occur but this will be brief (less than 24 hours),transient and set against the 
background of moderate shipping levels in the area. Birds from the Rockabill SPA and Skerries Islands 
SPA may be foraging or loafing in the marine cables corridor, however any disturbance will be set 
against the background shipping activities in the area and will not act as a   barrier to feeding and 
foraging birds from protected sites or associated sites. The Impact Assessment concludes that ‘’effects 
will be Slight or Not Significant’’.  Overall there is no evidence to indicate that the works in combination 
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with any plan or project will produce a significant adverse effect on the habitats of the qualifying 
species and on the species of special conservation interest, ensuring that the integrity of sites is 
maintained .No significant cumulative effect is anticipated. 
 
In conclusion the proposed project does not have the potential to give rise to significant adverse 
effects on the overall integrity of the Natura 2000 sites considered. This Department’s own 
Appropriate Assessment of this project (in preparation) is likely to reach a similar finding in this regard 
(this will be forwarded to MFPU in due course). 
 
Furthermore following the precautionary principal, substantial ‘’Mitigation Measures’’ have been 
developed to minimise potential impacts from the project on the general marine environment. These 
are presented in Section 6 of the Planning Report at Table 6-1 ‘’Embedded Mitigation’’ (10 No) and at 
Table 6-2 ‘’Project Specific Mitigation’’ (2No) These include for the requirement of all cables to be 
buried to a target depth of 1.5m, Project vessel waste disposal facilities and control measures and 
shipboard oil pollution emergency plan to adhere to MARPOL requirements, a Fisheries Liaison Officer 
to be appointed prior to and during cable lay operations. These appear to be reasonable and can be 
made a condition of the Licence when/if granted. 
 
FISHERIES ISSUES  
 
A fishing activity study was conducted to review fishing activities in the Irish Sea along the proposed 
marine cable corridor .This is presented in Appendix D. 
 
The marine cable corridor is within the spawning and nursery grounds for 18 species of marine fish 
(ref Fig3-3 and 3-4 on Pgs. 32 and 33 of the Planning Report). Due to soft sediments identified by the 
cable route survey, no Atlantic herring spawning is expected within the marine cable corridor. In the 
nearshore area dredge and net fishing occurs along the coast from N Dublin to south of Dundalk. East 
coast and offshore of the coast of Ireland is important commercially for lobsters, crabs, whelks, 
scallops and razor clams. 
 
The greatest threat to cables from fishing activity is from dredging and trawling activities. 
 
The cable installation activities will have an effect that has been assessed as ‘’Not Significant’’ on 
commercial fishing. 
 
During installation vessels will be progressing at a speed of between 0.5 and 1.5km/hr. Fishing vessels 
will be requested to remain at least 500m (radial distance) from the cable lay vessels for safety 
reasons. Fishermen deploying static gear will be asked to move pots out of marine cable corridor until 
the cable installation has passed through. Fishermen with mobile gear will briefly be displaced from a 
very small area of the available fishing ground .All ASN vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and 
Notice to Mariners will be issued. The effects identified are not significant and will be controlled by 
compliance with the ‘’Embedded Mitigation’’ measures specifically those as presented in Table 3-3 
(ref Pg. 35 of Planning Report). 
 
Furthermore as best practice ASN will also appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer, who will liaise with the 
local fishing industry prior to and during cable installation. Indeed this has been included as one of the 
key ‘’Project Specific Mitigation Measures’’ (ref ‘M2’ Table 6-2 Pg. 43 in ‘’Planning Report’’.) 
 
The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that subject to compliance with proposed mitigation 
measures there should be no significant impact on commercial fisheries from the proposed cable 
installation works. 
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NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
These are discussed in Section 3.1 of the ‘’Planning Report’’. The overall pattern of shipping 
movements and density is shown in Figures 3-1 (Irish Sea) and Figure 3-2 (approach to Loughshinny) 
–ref Pg. 28/29 of ‘’Planning Report’-’ .The Irish Sea is an area of high shipping intensity. The 
Havhingsten route will pass through some high density traffic shipping lanes. Mitigation of 
navigational risks is proposed. A ‘’Notice to Mariners’’ will be issued prior to cable installation and 
maintenance operations and other sea users  known to operate in the area will be contacted  prior to 
cable installation or repair operations commencing. Subsea cable lay will be performed by a purpose 
built cable lay vessel which will comply fully with all requirements of the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS). .A local marine notice giving vessel details together with a 
general description of operations and approximate date of commencement and completion will be 
published.  
 
During installation vessels will be progressing at a speed of between 0.5 -1.5 km/hr .Other shipping in 
the region will be requested to remain at least 500m (radial distance) from the cable lay vessels for 
safety reasons. All ASN Vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and Notice to Mariners will be 
issued. There is sufficient space available for shipping to make minor alterations to routes to avoid 
cable lay works. 
 
The cable installation activities will have an effect that has been assessed as ‘’Not Significant on 
commercial shipping’’ –so states the ‘’Planning Report’’. 
 
A series of Mitigation Measures (10 No) are proposed to be incorporated into the design, installation 
and operation (including maintenance) of the cable, these are presented as ‘’Embedded Mitigation-
Project design’’ in Table 6-1 (ref Section 6 of ‘’Planning Report’’) which also  include specific measures 
to minimise any navigational risks and to safeguard the marine environment (in terms of protection 
of  water quality and prevention of marine pollution)  and also protect any other form of navigation 
in connection with fisheries interests etc. These include for: 
 

 Project Vessel speed limit of 14 knot 
 

 As laid cable route position to be included on marine charts so that fishing vessels can take 
care along cable route  
 

 Vessels to comply with all requirements of International Regulations for Preventing Collisions 
at Sea 
 

 Project Vessels  equipped with waste disposal facilities(sewage treatment or waste storage) 
will conform to IMO MARPOL Annex IV Prevention of Pollution from Ships standards  
 

 Water quality environmental Control measures for vessels (including shipboard oil emergency 
plans, discharge of ballast water etc.) to adhere to MARPOL Convention requirements.  
 

 Notice to Mariners will be issued before works commence and after completion of the 
installation activities 
 

 A local marine notice giving vessel details together with a general description of operations 
and approximate dates of commencement and completion will be published  
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 Publication of formal Marine Notices through Dept. of Transport Tourism and Sport with 
appropriate level of details  

 
It is also proposed that a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) will be appointed and fisheries liaison will be 
undertaken prior to and during cable installation operations. (Ref Table 6-2 ‘’Project Specific 
Mitigation’’ Pg. 43 in ‘’Planning Report’’). 
 
These appear to be reasonable and can be set as a condition of the foreshore licence when/if given 
subject to the views of MSO (final worded conditions for inclusion in the Foreshore Licence should 
reflect their views and recommendations from a navigational perspective).    
 
MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY 
 
This is discussed with reference to Section 4 of the ‘’Planning Report’’ and also with reference to the 
‘’Marine Archaeology Technical Report ‘’ provided in Appendix E  .An initial desk based assessment 
was updated with the results of the foreshore surveys undertaken at Loughshinny, and a review of the 
geophysical data collected by the cable route survey. The assessment concluded that there are no 
known potential cultural heritage assets or wrecks directly affected by the landing site at Loughshinny. 
The marine cable corridor within Ireland has not required any changes triggered by the evaluation of 
the data by marine archaeologists. The Marine Archaeology Technical Report has not recommended 
that Archaeological Exclusion Zones are implemented within the marine cable corridor. 
 
The Applicants conclude that ‘’the cable installation and maintenance activities will have No Significant 
effect on marine archaeology as summarised in Table 4-1 (Ref ‘’Planning Report’’ Pg. 36) .No wrecks 
or archaeological assets have been identified within 140m of the installation route.’’ The closest wreck 
is 140m to NW of the cable route and will not be disturbed by the installation tool. Review of the 
geophysical survey data has not indicated any potential for cultural heritage assets’’ 
 
It is noted that as a result of this evaluation that no specific mitigation measures are proposed to 
address marine archaeology. 
 
The views of the Underwater Marine Archaeology unit within the Department of Culture Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht will be key here as to whether they are satisfied with the Marine Archaeology 
assessment as presented by the Applicants. There may be a requirement for inclusion of specific 
conditions in the Foreshore Licence when/if given to address marine archaeological requirements 
based on the observations of DCHG. 
 
OTHER 
 
Pipeline Route/Other Subsea Pipelines/Cables 
 
The marine cable corridor crosses the Irish Median line and reaches the Irish Coast landfall at 
Loughshinny as shown of Drawing No P2228-CORR-002 .The foreshore element of the cable route 
extending from Loughshinny to the 12 Mile Limit is approximately 29.8 km in length. There are a 
limited number of infrastructures in the vicinity of the marine cable corridor. The marine cable route 
within Irish territorial waters, does not cross any existing infrastructure. However further offshore in 
the Irish EEZ (beyond foreshore domain) the cable will cross the Interconnector 1 gas pipeline. A ‘’firing 
practice area’’ has also been identified (ref Admiralty Charts) app 3.3km to north of the cable corridor 
and 10km offshore from the proposed landing point at Loughshinny.  
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The crossing of any third party infrastructure will be made with agreement of the owner following a 
negotiated formal Crossing Agreement.  More details on the installation method selected for cable 
crossing is provided in Section 2.6.3. (Ref ‘Planning Report’ Pg. 20/21). 
 
It should be noted that any crossings should be in accordance with the ICPC Recommendations (2014) 
and specifically Recommendation No 3. 
 
In terms of any restrictions that may need to apply if relevant as a result of operations within the 
nearby ‘’firing practice areas ‘’ the Applicants would need to adhere to any directions / requirements   
of the Department of Defence where relevant in this regard. 
  
Type of cable 
 
The cable is double armoured and will be ‘’unrepeatered’’ (i.e. not powered). It is to be an industry 
standard cable with capability to transmit high speed data and voice via light wave through the optical 
fibres contained within the core. A cut away section of the Double Armour Cable, with an overall 
diameter of 40mm (including protective layers), is shown in Fig 2.1(Ref Planning Report pg. 8). A more 
detailed description of the proposed cable is provided at ‘2.2 ‘(ref Planning Report Pg. 7/8) 
 
Aquaculture Activities 
 
There are no licenced aquaculture sites along, or adjacent to the proposed cable route.  
 
COMMENTS 
 
The proposed cable lay operations will be of limited extent and duration (up to a possible 3 weeks 
cumulatively for all operations as outlined earlier in this report -ref ‘’Cable Installation Programme’’)  
 
Overall subject to proposed mitigation measures commercial fishing activities will not be adversely 
affected by the cable lay operations .While the proposed route may encroach onto  some  fishing areas 
during the main cable lay operation it is proposed to appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer for both 
inshore and offshore sections of the main cable lay operations to keep commercial fishermen 
informed of the installation  works including timelines, dates, work and locations for of all offshore 
cable lay operations.  
 
The various suites of Site Investigations detected no discernible impacts on Marine Archaeology so no 
specific Mitigation Measures are proposed in this regard. The views of the Underwater Marine 
Archaeology unit within the Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht can be taken into 
account in order to determine whether or not any specific conditions should still be included in the 
Foreshore Licence when/if given to address Marine Archaeology matters. (If so any suitable worded 
conditions for inclusion in the Foreshore Licence should reflect their views and recommendations).  
 
While the proposed cable route will pass through a busy shipping area, due to the limited timescale 
of work and implementation of the proposed mitigation measures there should be minimal impact on 
navigation. All ASN Vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and Notice to Mariners will be issued. 
There is sufficient space available for shipping to make minor alterations to routes to avoid cable lay 
works. It is recommended that the nearest major Port (Dublin Port Co) should be kept fully informed 
of work plans including start up and completion dates. 
 
The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that the proposed project does not have the potential 
to give rise to significant adverse effects on the overall integrity and qualifying interests  of the Natura 



11 
 

2000 sites considered. This Department’s own Appropriate Assessment of this project (in preparation) 
is likely to reach a similar finding in this regard (this will be forwarded to MFPU in due course). 
 
There will be temporary restrictions around cable laying vessels and the entrance to and from 
Loughshinny Harbour may be constrained during shore end tie-in  A small area on Loughshinny Beach 
will be required to be closed  off for the short duration of trenching and reinstatement operations in 
connection with the nearshore/landfall cable lay operations.  Appropriate health and safety 
procedures should be adopted to protect the public users of this beach especially in view of its 
popularity during the summer months as a bathing area by the provision of appropriate 
signage/notices. A site visit on 8/8/19 on a warm sunny day at 2pm noted app 30-40 people in the 
general foreshore area enjoying the various amenities provided. On this basis it is recommended that 
any nearshore/landfall operations on the beach between HW and Low Water should not be 
undertaken during the bathing season so should be undertaken between the months of October and 
May. It is noted in this regard that it is intended that all of the above works would be carried out in 
November 2019. 
 
In advance of commencing cable lay operations the Applicants will publish local Marine Notices 
providing a description of the operations, locations and dates for commencement and completion. 
The mariner’s notice will be prepared to ensure that other foreshore users are made aware of the 
operations. 
 
Approaching vessels will be requested to keep a safe distance from SI Works/survey vessels in 
accordance with maritime regulations.  
 
Based on the precautionary principal, substantial ‘’Mitigation Measures’’ have been developed to 
minimise potential impacts from the project on the general marine environment. These are presented 
in Section 6 of the Planning Report at Table 6-1 ‘’Embedded Mitigation’’ (10 No) and at Table 6-2 
‘’Project Specific Mitigation’’ (2No) These include for the requirement of all cables to be buried to a 
target depth of 1.5m, Project vessel waste disposal facilities and control measures and shipboard oil 
pollution emergency plan to adhere to MARPOL requirements, a Fisheries Liaison Officer to be 
appointed prior to and during cable lay operations. These appear to be reasonable and can be made 
a condition of the Licence when/if granted. 
 
Based on the foregoing I would consider that there should be minimal impact on the foreshore and 
marine environment as a result of these proposed main cable lay operations. 
 
SUMMARY/RECCOMENDATIONS 
 
The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that, subject to the adoption of the Mitigation 
Measures as set out in the Application Documents the proposed main cable lay operations for the 
proposed cable route will not impact on fisheries, navigation or the environment (including potential 
impact to Natura 2000 sites). 
 
On the basis of the information provided by the Applicant the Engineering Inspectorate is of the view 
that subject to Mitigation Measures being implemented , and considering the nature, scale, location 
and duration of the proposed works, impacts on the Marine Environment, Navigation and Fisheries 
interests are not likely to be significant.  
 
Therefore Engineering has no objections to a Foreshore Licence being granted for the proposed Main 
Cable Lay operations as outlined in the Application Documents, subject to the following conditions: 
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1. All cable installation operations on foreshore shall be undertaken in accordance with the 

methodologies as outlined at Sections 2.6 and 2.7  of the ‘’Planning Report’’ dated July 2019  
 

2.  The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 
purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever 

 
3.  The cable shall be installed as detailed in the submitted ‘’Planning Report’’ dated  July 2019 

and in particular the submarine cable shall be laid within the route corridor as outlined on 
Drawing No P2228-CORR-006  entitled  ‘’Foreshore Licence Map  ’’  dated  19/7/2019  - unless 
otherwise varied and approved by DHPLG. A drawing including a route position list detailing 
the “as laid location” for the submarine cable shall be submitted to DHPLG on completion 
of the cable installation works. 

 
4. Further to 3 above the Lessee shall provide details of the final as-laid position and route of 

the cable to the UK Hydrographic Office for inclusion on all  appropriate Nautical/Marine 
charts in the region  

 
5. The Licensee shall ensure that the target burial depth for the length of the near shore 

(beach, shallow and intertidal zones to LWM) foreshore involved shall be at least 1.5 M as 
per Application documents   with a target minimum depths for offshore burial as set out in 
the Application documents   

 
6. Further to Condition 5 above a report detailing the location of any part of the  cable  that 

was  not laid to the full planned depth (including areas where rock armour or equivalent 
protection was deemed necessary) should be submitted to DHPLG on completion of the 
cable installation works 
 

7. During the course of the nearshore/landfall cable lay operations the Applicants shall ensure 
that,     
 
(a) All necessary precautions are put in place to protect the public in accordance with 

relevant Health and Safety Legislation; 
 

(b) Existing public access arrangements to the general foreshore area are not impeded by 
any  vessels, plant or materials used in connection with the cable installation 
operations, and  where relevant this access should be made safe and guaranteed by the 
provision of appropriate signage/notices/barriers etc. to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Housing Planning  and Local Government; 
 

(c) Procedures are adopted to ensure that the cable lay operations and any subsequent 
cable maintenance requirements, are not injurious to fishing, navigation, adjacent 
lands or the public interests 

 
8.  Where relevant the foreshore and adjacent seashore beach area shall be restored to its 

original condition on completion of the cable installation works to the satisfaction of the 
DHPLG. No open excavation shall be left on the foreshore.  

 
9. Any nearshore/landfall operations on the beach between HW and Low Water should not be 

undertaken between the months of May and September  
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10. Appropriate methods of operation shall be adopted in order to ensure that no spillages of 
fuel, cement based materials or other leakages occur to the Irish Sea  and Contractors 
arrangements for the control of pollutants should be notified to DHPLG and IFI (Eastern 
Regional District) 

 
11. Marine Notices, lighting and markings as appropriate  shall be carried out in consultation 

with the Marine Safety Directorate, Department of Transport, Leeson Lane Dublin 2 
 

12. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a Marine Notice, issued by the Irish Maritime 
Administration, giving a general description of operations and approximate dates of 
commencement and completion.   

 
13. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a local marine notice giving general 

description of operations and approximate dates of commencement and completion in 
respect of cable laying operations 
 

14. Further to 12 and 13 above the Applicants shall keep Dublin Port Co fully informed on all 
work plans including start up and completion dates for all cable lay operations within Irish 
territorial waters.  
 

15. All cable lay, cable ship, cable maintenance and any other vessels to be used in connection 
with the proposed cable installation shall have appropriate certification from the Marine 
Survey Office. 
 

16. Mitigation Measures as set out in Tables 6-1 and 6-2 at Section 6 of   the ‘’Planning Report 
’’ dated July 2019, shall be implemented in full   unless otherwise varied by condition of this 
licence.  
 

17. The Licensee shall comply with the  requirements  as set out in the document entitled 
‘’Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals  from Man-made Sound Sources in Irish 
Waters’’(January 2014) in respect of any cable laying activity on the foreshore 
 

18. All material/debris collected as a result of the proposed  pre-lay grapnel run shall be 
disposed on shore to a licensed Landfill site  in accordance with the appropriate Waste 
Disposal Legislation subject to the appropriate agreement and approval of Fingal  County 
Council    

 
19 The Licensee shall notify DHPLG at least 14 days in advance of the commencement of any 

works on the foreshore. 
XX*   

*Appropriately worded condition(s) to address any Underwater Archaeology and 
Archaeological issues (if relevant) can be based on the views and recommendations of Dept. 
of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht when they are received in due course.  
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Marine Institute  

 

Marine Institute Comments on Forehsore Licence Application by Celtix Connect Ltd – Installation of 

a subsea fibre optic cable in the Irish Sea with landfall at Lough Shinny, Co. Dublin (FS006915)  

  

Celtix Connect Ltd has submitted an application for a Foreshore Licence to facilitate the installation of 

a subsea fibre optic telecommunications cable on the foreshore. The works are part of a project 

involving the installation of a subsea fibre optic cable system (the “Havhingsten” cable), circa 940Km 

in length, spanning the Irish Sea and the North Sea.  

  

In the North Sea the cable will extend from the Seaton Sluice on the east coast of the UK, (north of 

Newcastle), to Houstrup, on the west coast of the Jutland peninsula in Denmark..  This section will also 

include two stubbed cable routes from Whitley Bay (on the east coast of the UK) and Houstrup (in 

Denmark), both to be installed out to the respective territorial water boundaries (12nm).   

  

In the Irish Sea the cable will extend from landfall at Loughshinny, Co. Dublin to Squires Gate Lane 

(south of Blackpool  on the west coast of the UK). This section will also include two branches onto the 

Isle of Man.   

  

The proposed cable route on the foreshore is shown on Drawing No. P2228-CORR-006 entitled 

“Foreshore Licence Map”, dated 29/07/2019 submitted by the applicant. The proposed cable corridor 

is 500m and extends for a distance of circa 29.8Km. The final cable route will only occupy a small part 

(40mm wide) of this corridor.  

  

It is planned to bury all the cable in all Irish waters. The target depth for burial is 1.5m to 2m below 

the seabed  

  

 A pre-lay grapnel run, to clear debris from the seabed along the installation route, is proposed prior 

to cable installation. This is standard practice. The swathe width of the grapnel is < 1m and impacts on 

the seabed are considered to be minimal and not significant. All debris recovered from the seabed will 

be stored on board the vessel used to carry out the pre-lay grapnel run and will be disposed of 

onshore.  

  

Different cable installation and burial techniques will be used depending on geological seabed 

conditions, water depth and environmental considerations along the cable route. Details of the cable 

installation methods are provided in Table 2.4 of the document entitled “Foreshore License 

Application for Cable Installation - Planning Report” (document reference P2228_R4693_Rev1, dated 

July 2019) submitted by the applicant. The cable installation methods will include:  

 

 Trenching  - from the beach manhole to the low water mark  

 Diver jet burial – from the low water mark to the 15m depth contour  

 Plough burial – from the 15m depth contour to the boundary of the EEZ.  
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It is anticipated that cable installation works on the foreshore would be completed in a 7-day period.  

  

On the basis of the information provided by the applicant the Marine Institute is of the view that 

considering the nature, scale, location and duration of the proposed works, impacts on the marine 

environment are not likely to be significant.   

  

The marine cable installation will cause resuspension of sediments from the seabed into the water 

column. Jet trenching will cause a greater level of sediment suspension compared to the use of 

ploughing equipment. The impacts will however be localised and temporary. Significant impacts on 

the benthos are not considered likely.    

  

There are no licenced aquaculture sites along the proposed cable route and therefore impacts on 

aquaculture activities as a result of the proposed works are not likely. The nearest licenced 

aquaculture sites are located circa 50Km to the north of the cable route in Carlingford Lough.   

  

There may be some interaction with fishing activity along the proposed cable route during the 

installation phase but this will be limited in scale and duration and significant interactions are not 

considered likely. It is noted that the applicant has stated that “A Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) will be 

appointed and fisheries liaison will be undertaken prior to and during cable installation operations”.  

It is recommended that the appointment of a Fisheries Liaison Officer be included as a specific 

condition of any foreshore licence that may be granted  

  

The Marine Institute has no objections to a licence being granted.   

  

It is recommended that the following Conditions should be attached to any licence that may be 

granted:   

  

1. The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 

purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever.   

 

2. The Licensee shall ensure that the works are carried out and completed in accordance with 

the plans and particulars lodged with the application.   

 

3. The Licensee shall appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer who will consult with the SFPA, relevant 

fishermen’s groups and charter boat skippers in order that appropriate actions can be taken 

to avoid or minimize any interactions with ongoing fishing / angling activities in the area during 

the course of the cable installation on the foreshore.  

 

4. The mitigation measures set out in Section 6 of the document entitled “Foreshore License 

Application for Cable Installation - Planning Report” (document reference 

P2228_R4693_Rev1, dated July 2019) shall be implemented in full.   
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Marine Survey Office  

 

Subject: FS006915 Foreshore application on behalf of Celtix Connect Lth for the purpose of laying 

the Hahingsten Telecommunications Cable at Loughshinny. Co. Dublin. 

 
 
I refer to the above and can confirm that a careful examination of the application and in particular 
the mitigation measures indicated, results in no objections from this office. 
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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM)  

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Havhingsten Telecommunications Cable FS006915 

 

  
Your Ref:             FS006915 
  
Our Ref:               FW/4/43 
  
Re:                      Havhingsten Telecommunications Cable   
  
  
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has no objection to the work as detailed in the 
application.  The following conditions are recommended to be included in any licence that may 
issue. 
  

 The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 

purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever.  
  

 The Licensee shall appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer who will consult with the SFPA, 

relevant fishermen’s groups and charter boat skippers in order that appropriate actions can 

be taken to avoid or minimize any interactions with ongoing fishing / angling activities in 

the area during the course of the cable installation on the foreshore. 
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Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG)  

 

Subject: FS006915 

 

A chara, 
 
Please find the heritage recommendations of the Department of Culture, Heritage, and the 
Gaeltacht for the above mentioned foreshore application.  
 
Having reviewed the foreshore licence application there are no objections to the foreshore 
licence being granted. It is requested that the following be attached as conditions to the 
foreshore licence: 
 
Exclusion Zones 
An exclusion zone of at least 100m should be established around the furthest known extent of 
known wrecks located along the proposed cable route and any potential wreck sites discovered 
during the proposed marine surveys and development works. A map showing the location of all 
exclusion zones in relation to the proposed cable route should be forwarded to the National 
Monuments Service prior to the cable laying works proceeding. 
 
Archaeological Monitoring 
It is recommended that Archaeological Monitoring, as described below, be carried out of all 
proposed seabed disturbance works to take place as part of this development. This includes all 
cable installation works (such as trenching, diver jet burial and plough burial works) and the 
prelay grapnel run surveys. The site investigation works should avoid locations of known wreck 
sites.  
 
Archaeological Monitoring shall consist of the following: 
1.         In order to ensure the preservation of potential archaeological sites, wrecks and features 

the applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified underwater 
archaeologist to monitor all disturbance works associated with the development including 
beach preparations works and foreshore works at the landfall, pre-lay grapnel run 
operations and cable burial operations. The archaeological monitoring shall be licensed 
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004. 

 
2.         A detailed method statement shall accompany the licence application and shall include 

details on the proposed works, duration of works; archaeological monitoring team 
proposed and a find’s retrieval strategy. 

 
3.         Should archaeological material be found during the course of monitoring, the 

archaeologist shall have the work in that area suspended, pending a decision as to how 
best to resolve the archaeology. The applicant shall be prepared to be advised by the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht with regard to any necessary 
mitigating action (e.g. avoidance, preservation in situ or excavation). The applicant shall 
facilitate the archaeologist in recording any material found. 

 
4.         The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht shall be furnished with a report 

describing the results of the monitoring. 
 
It is also recommended that an archaeological dive team should be put on standby during the 
cable laying operations in the advent that archaeological material is discovered during these 
works. This will help prevent potential delays to the project should archaeological material which 
needs to be dived be discovered. A dive/survey licence as issued by the Minister for Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht should be obtained by the archaeological dive team leader 3 weeks 
in advance of the works proceeding.  
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It should be borne in mind, that if significant archaeological remains are found, further 
archaeological mitigation might be required. 
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Consolidated Prescribed Bodies Observations:  29/01/20 – 29/02/20 
 

Water Marine Advisor 

 

RE Foreshore licence application by Celtic Connect Ltd/Aqua Comms for the installation of a subsea 

fibre optic cable (Havhingsten Telecommunications Cable) on the foreshore, with landfall at 

Loughshinny Co. Dublin (FS006915) – your e-mail of 29/01/2020 refers-  

 

In relation to the above Celtic Connect Ltd/Aqua Comms has submitted an application to DHPLG for a 

Foreshore Licence to facilitate the installation of a subsea fibre optic cable on the foreshore extending 

from Loughshinny in North Dublin to Squires Gate Lane (south of Blackpool in England). This section 

also includes two branches onto the Isle of Man. It is intended that the subsea cable would be linked 

via an on-shore cable network in Ireland to the cable hub station at Loughsinny. Separately the ESB 

has applied for Planning Permission from Fingal Co for the development of a single storey cable landing 

station at ESB Loughsinny 38kv Substation (Planning Ref no F19A/0169). Other marine elements of the 

proposed cable in the North Sea will extend it to Denmark. The cable route will extend more than 

940km in total and deliver a boost to bandwidth (maximum rate of data transfer) between Ireland/Isle 

of Man/UK and Denmark. The general line of the sub-sea route is show in Figure 1.1 (ref Figure 1.1 in 

“Planning Report” dated December 2019). The proposed cable route within Irish Foreshore domain is 

shown on Drawing No P2228-CORR-006-B (outlined red). The cable length on foreshore is 29.8km and 

the 40mm diameter cable will be laid within the marine cable corridor of 200m – narrowing to a 250m 

corridor at the nearshore/landfall point – (this area was subject to SI on foot of a pervious Foreshore 

Licence granted in autumn 2018 Ref No FS006746) within an area of 1446Ha.  

 

Engineering comments are as follows:  

 

SUBMITTED DOCUMENTATION  

 

The following documentation was submitted to DHPLG in support of this Foreshore Licence 

application  

 

 Completed Foreshore Licence Application Form dated 9/1/2020 

 

 “Aquacoms Company Documentation”  

 

 Drawings/Maps as follows:  

 

o Drawing No P228-CORR-002-B entitled “Installation Corridor Republic of Ireland 

Route” dated July 29th 2019 – on an Admiralty Chart Base map (this shows proposed 

cable route within a 500m corridor – 250m nearshore- )  
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o Drawing No P228-CORR-006-B entitled “Foreshore Licence map” dated July 29th 

2019,-on an Admiralty chart base map (this shows proposed cable route on foreshore 

within a 500m corridor from HWM to 12NM section outlined red).  

 

o Drawing No P228-CORR-007-B entitled “Foreshore Licence Map Landfall” dated 29th 

July 2019 on an OS Map (this shows the proposed nearshore cable route and landfall 

at Loughshinny)  

 

 ‘Foreshore Licence Application for Cable Installation-PLANNING REPORT’ dated December 

2019 prepared by Intertek Consultants (containing the more detailed technical and 

environmental information in connection with the Foreshore Licence Application) which also 

contains the following sub-appendices:  

 

o Appendix A ‘’Environmental Assessment Methodology’’ Rev 4   dated November  
2019 prepared by Intertek /Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants    

 
o Appendix B ‘’Application Corridor Coordinates ‘’ dated July 2019  
 
o Appendix C ‘’Cable Burial Assessment’’ Rev 4 dated Nov 2019 and prepared by 

Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network  Consultants 
 

o Appendix D  ‘’Fisheries Activity Study’’ Rev 4   dated Nov  2019 and prepared by 
Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network   Consultants   

 
o Appendix E1 ‘’Marine Archaeology Desk Based Assessment’’ Rev 4  dated Nov  2019 

and prepared by Intertek /Alcatel Submarine Network  Consultants  
 

o Appendix E2  ‘’Marine Archaeology Foreshore Survey’’ Rev 4 dated Nov  2019 and 
prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants 

 

o Appendix E3 ‘’Marine Archaeology Geophysical Survey ‘’Rev 4 dated Nov 2019 and 
prepared by Intertek/Alkatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 

o Appendix F ‘’Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment ‘’Rev 5  dated December 
2019 and prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants  

 

o Appendix G ‘’Underwater Sound Modelling’ ’dated 22nd May 2019 and prepared by 
Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 

o Appendix H ‘’Sediment Suspension for Irish component of Havhingsten’’ dated July 
2019 and prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 

o Appendix I1 ‘’Marine Survey Report-BU Port Erin to BMH Loughshinny’ ’dated June 
2019 and prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 

 

o Appendix I2 ‘’Marine Survey-Intertidal Survey report’’ dated July 2019 and prepared 
by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants. 
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o Appendix I3 ‘’Benthic Characterisation Report-Ireland’’ dated June 2019 and 
prepared by Intertek/Alcatel Submarine Network Consultants  

 

o Appendix J ‘’Pre Application Consultation ‘’ Rev 5 dated Jan  2020 
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

 

The proposed project is described in detail with reference to the “Planning Report” dated December 

2019  The planned cable route on the foreshore is shown on Drawing No P228-CORR-006-B “Foreshore 

Licence Map” with a Landfall point at Loughsinny and will take up a total post lay area of foreshore of 

0.0298km2 (nominal Main lay swathe 1.0m wide to 12 NM Limit) with a Corridor Width of 500m (250m 

either side of route shown on this Drawing-) based on Site Investigation Survey Corridor which takes 

up an initial area of 14.46KM2 (1446HA) 

 

From MHWS seaward the 40mm cable will be buried to a target depth of 1.5m to 2m below the 

seabed. The cable will be buried using various industry standard burial tools including water jetting 

and ploughing. The main offshore cable lay will be performed by an installation vessel with a dynamic 

positioning system which will mean that anchors are unlikely to be used  

 

An example of the double armour fibre optic cable with an overall diameter of 40mm (including 

protective layers) is described with reference to Section 2.2 and Fig 2-1 in “Planning Report”  

 

Three pre-selected Landfalls were initially considered for the east coast of Ireland:  

 

1. Loughsinny 

2. Portrane 

3. Donabate  

 

Portrane was discounted as this was to be the landing spot for another cable. The other two were 

subject to Cable Route Surveys and SI. The Donabate landfall options were discounted as the route 

would traverse strong tidal currents, rocky substrate and potentially sensitive archaeological and 

fishing areas. The Loughsinny landfall was selected as it presented relatively few marine constraints in 

comparison to the other sites investigated. Furthermore the survey data was used to inform a cable 

burial assessment which is provided in Appendix C and this identified that the Loughshinny cable laying 

area was predominantly composed of sands and clays and so there were no obvious areas where cable 

burial may be signifantly less than the target depth of 1.5M.  

 

The proposed cable installation consists of the following different elements:  

 

Pre-Lay grapnel run:  

 

Prior to the start of the marine cable lay installation a pre-lay grapnel run, as described in Section 2.5.2 

of the Planning Report, will be undertaken over the length of the cable route to clear any obstructions 
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from the route. Any debris retained from this process will be collected on board and disposed of 

appropriately through licenced on shore facilities  

 

Beach manhole BMH (inshore)  

 

The BMH is the interface between the marine cable and terrestrial cable and is described with 

reference to Section 2.6.4.1 of the Planning Report. It will be constructed above MHWS in the car park 

at Loughsinny. From the BMH a duct will be installed beneath the car park to a point at the back of 

the beach. The position of the BMH will dictate the length of the seaward duct, which will be installed 

in a seaward trench of 27m length. The seaward duct will be installed in advance of the shore end 

installation. The duct consists of 100mm diameter PVC or HDPE pipe buried to a depth of app 1.25m 

on leaving BMH increasing to 1.5m at the beach end. Duct will be installed from BMH to the edge of 

the beach using diggers and handheld trenching tools. (this work is not on foreshore).  

 

Shore End (to LWM)  

 

From the end of the seaward duct to LWM, trenching of the cable across the beach to a target depth 

of 2m will be undertaken. An articulated pipe (600m diameter) will be applied to the cable across the 

beach for additional protection. Trench will be excavated using diggers and manual trenching. The 

excavated sand will be used to backfill the trench.  

 

The beach excavation will typically be carried out using small tracked diggers. A backhoe machine and 

hand tools will be used to form a trench of app dimension 0.5m width x 1.5m target depth within the 

intertidal area. The trench will be backfilled with excavated material following installation and the 

beach profile will be restored  

 

Offshore (LWM to 15m water depth)  

 

The burial of the cable will be undertaken using handheld jet burial tools operated by divers supported 

by dive support vessels in the inshore area. Target burial depth is 1.5m.  

 

Offshore (15m water depth to EEZ boundary)  

 

Cable lay will be undertaken by plough burial using ASN HD3 plough from the main lay cable ship. The 

target burial depth is 1.5m and the plough will provide continuous depth of burial verification during 

the installation operation. Simultaneous cable installation with plough burial is the planned method 

for the majority of the offshore route. Alternative methods will be applied where target burial cannot 

be achieved with this method r within 250m distance of crossings.  

 

More details in relation to Plough and Water Jetting techniques is provided in Sections 2.6.1.2 and 

2.6.1.3 of the ‘Planning Report’.  
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Offshore cable installation will commence from the Irish/UK median line and run towards Loughsinny 

landing site. Onshore installation (BMH and horizontal directional drilling under car park) will be 

completed before the marine cable reaches shore.  

 

The target burial depth for the cable is 1.5m. In areas of stiff soil, the actual burial depth may be 

reduced but it is planned to be still at a depth which will protect the cable from fishing activities and 

generally not less than 0.4 to 0.6m subject to the nature of the geophysical nature of the seabed and 

burial assessment and risk categorisations.  

 

All cable laying activities will be closely monitored and the on-board engineers will be utilizing the 

latest advancements in the undersea cable installation industry in order to ensure that the cable is 

laid according to engineered design.  

 

The proposed cable installation is “un-repeated” meaning that there is no power supply to the cable. 

Therefore operation of the cable is not expected to emit any electric induced magnetic fields or heat 

to the surrounding sediment or seabed and there are no anticipated effect of cable operation on the 

environment.  

 

More details in relation to the cable laying operations area provided with reference to the “Planning 

Report” in Sections 2.5 to 2.8 inclusive.  

 

Cable Installation Programme  

 

The cable installation programme is described with reference to Section 2.7 of the Planning Report 

(ref Table 2.6) and can be summarised as follows  

 

Pre Installation Works (incl pre-lay grapnel run)   1d 

 

Offshore installation (ploughing and cable lay)  3d (within all Irish Waters)  

 

Shore end tie in      2-3d 

 

Post lay burial and reinstatement (nearshore)  7d 

 

Seaward Duct Installation at Loughshinny   2-3d 

 

Beach manhole Construction (non foreshore)   12-14d 

 

It is intended that all of the above works would be carried out in April 2020. This may be subject to 

change arising from the licensing/permitting process, weather or operational factors.  

 

  



25 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

 

ECOLOGY  

 

A Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been undertaken for the Havhingsten cable by 

the Applicants and is presented in Appendix F. Other studies undertaken to inform the Stage 1 

Screening included for “Underwater Noise Assessment” -Ref Appendix G-, “Sediment Suspension and 

Dispersion” -Ref Appendix H-, “Survey Reports” -Ref Appendix I-.  

 

A summary of the “Natura 2000 Screening Assessment” is also provided in Section 5 of the Planning 

Report. The screening assessed 17 Natura 2000 sites that were either within the direct zone of 

influence of the proposed activities or contain mobile Annex II species (e.g. Harbour Porpoises etc.) 

which could potentially travel to the area. These are shown on Figure 5.1 (Pg. 43 of Planning Report) 

and with reference to Table 5.3 (ref Appendix F). Initial screening concluded that it was possible that 

there exists a pressure receptor pathway between proposed installation and maintenance activities 

and the Qualifying Interests (QI) of 12 of the 17 sites reviewed. Further analysis of the likely significant 

effects taking into consideration the sites conservation objectives concluded that the proposed 

installation and maintenance activities will not have a likely significant effect on any of the Natura 

2000 sites screened. Table 5.2 (ref Planning Report Pg. 40/41) summarises the conclusions of the 

assessment of likely significant effects.  

 

No reef areas were identified within the marine cable corridor within the Rockabill to Dalkey Island 

SAC. Sediment disturbance and deposition caused by the installation (ploughing, jetting), will be within 

the levels of natural variability experienced during storm events and no effect to reef areas is 

expected. Low level noise disturbance to cetacean species within 130m (conservative) of the 

installation vessels may occur but this will be brief (less than 24 hours), transient and set against the 

background of moderate shipping levels in the area. Birds from the Rockabill SPA and Skerries Islands 

SPA may be foraging or loafing in the marine cables corridor, however any disturbance will be set 

against the background shipping activities in the area and will not act as a barrier to feeding and 

foraging birds from protected sites or associated sites. The Impact Assessment concludes that “effects 

will be Slight or Not Significant”. Overall there is no evidence to indicate that the works in combination 

with any plan or project will produce a significant adverse effect on the habitats of the qualifying 

species and on the species of special conservation interest, ensuring that the integrity of sites is 

maintained. No significant cumulative effect is anticipated.  

 

In conclusion the proposed project does not have the potential to give rise to significant adverse 

effects on the overall integrity of the Natura 2000 sites considered. This Department’s own 

Appropriate Assessment of this project (in preparation) is likely to reach a similar finding in this regard 

(this will be forwarded to MFPU in due course).  

 

Furthermore following the precautionary principal, substantial “Mitigation Measures” have been 

developed to minimise potential impacts from the project on the general marine environment.  These 

are presented in Section 2-11 of the Planning Report at Table 2-7 “Embedded Mitigation” (10 No) and 
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at Table 6-1 “Project Specific Mitigation” (1 No) These include for the requirement of all cables to be 

buried to a target depth of 1.5m, Project vessel waste disposal facilities and control measures and 

shipboard oil pollution emergency plan to adhere to MARPOL requirements, a Fisheries Liaison Officer 

to be appointed prior to and during cable lay operations. These appear to be reasonable and can be 

made a condition of the Licence when/if granted.  

 

FISHERIES ISSUES  

 

A fishing activity study was conducted to review fishing activities in the Irish Sea along the proposed 

marine cable corridor. This is presented in Appendix D.  

 

The marine cable corridor is within the spawning and nursery grounds for 18 species of marine fish 

(ref Fig 3-3 and 3-4 on Pgs. 34 and 35 of the Planning Report). Due to soft sediments identified by the 

cable route survey, no Atlantic herring spawning is expected within the marine cable corridor. In the 

nearshore area dredge and net fishing occurs along the coast from N Dublin to south of Dundalk. East 

coast and offshore of the coast of Ireland is important commercially for lobsters, crabs, whelks, 

scallops and razor clams.  

 

The greatest threat to cables from fishing activity is from dredging and trawling activities.  

 

The cable installation activities will have an effect that has been assessed as “Not Significant” on 

commercial fishing.  

 

During installation vessels will be progressing at a speed of between 0.5 and 1.5km/hr. Fishing vessels 

will be requirested to remain at least 500m (radial distance) from the cable lay vessels for safety 

reasons. Fishermen deploying static gear will be asked to move pots out of marine cable corridor until 

the cable installation has passed through. Fishermen with mobile gear will briefly be displaced from a 

very small area of the available fishing ground. All ASN vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and 

Notice to Mariners will be issued. The effects identified are not significant and will be controlled by 

compliance with the “Embedded Mitigation” measures specifically those as presented in Table 2-7 (ref 

Pg. 26/27 of Planning Report).  

 

Furthermore as best practice ASN will also appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer, who will liaise with the 

local fishing industry prior to and during cable installation. Indeed this has been included in one of the 

key “Embedded Mitigation Measures” (ref ‘E6’ Table 2-7 Pg. 27 in “Planning Report”).  

 

The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that subject to compliance with proposed mitigation 

measures there should be no significant impact on commercial fisheries from the proposed cable 

installation works.  
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NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY CONSIDERATION  

 

These are discussed in Section 3.1 of the “Planning Report”. The overall pattern of shipping 

movements and density is shown in Figures 3-1 (Irish Sea) and Figures 3-2 (approach to Loughshinny) 

-ref Pg. 29/30 of “Planning Report”-. The Irish Sea is an area of high shipping intensity. The Havhingsten 

route will pass through some high density traffic shipping lanes. Mitigation of navigational risks is 

proposed. A “Notice to Mariners” will be issued prior to cable installation and maintenance operations 

and other sea users known to operate in the rea will be contacted prior to cable installation or repair 

operations commencing. Subsea cable lay will be performed by a purpose built cable lay vessel which 

will comply fully with all requirements of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 

(COLREGS). A local marine notice giving vessel details together with a general description of operations 

and approximate date of commencement and completion will be published.  

 

During installation vessels will be progressing at a speed of between 0.5-1.5 km/hr. Other shipping in 

the region will be requested to remain at least 500 m (radial distance) from the cable lay vessels for 

safety reasons. All ASN vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and Notice to Mariners will be 

issued. There is sufficient space available for shipping to make minor alterations to routes to avoid 

cable lay works.  

 

The cable installation activities will have an effect that has been assessed as “Not Significant on 

commercial shipping” –so states the “Planning Report”.  

 

A series of Mitigation Measures (10 No) are proposed to be incorporated into the design, installation 

and operation (including maintenance) of the cable, thee are presented as “Embedded Mitigation 

inherent to the Project design” in Table 2-7 (ref pg. 26 of “Planning Report”) which also include specific 

measures to minimise any navigational risks and to safeguard the marine environment (in terms of 

protection of water quality and prevention of marine pollution) and also protect any other form of 

navigation in connection with fisheries interests etc. These include for:  

 

 Project Vessel speed limit of 14 knot 

 

 As laid cable route position to be included on marine charts so that fishing vessels can take 

care along cable route 

 

 Vessels to comply with all requirements of International Regulations for Preventing Collisions 

at Sea  

 

 Project Vessels equipped with waste disposal facilities (sewage treatment or waste storage) 

will conform to IMO MARPOL Annex IV Prevention of Pollution from Ships standards  

 

 Water quality environmental Control measures for vessels (including shipboard oil emergency 

plans, discharge of ballast water etc.) to adhere to MARPOL Convention requirements 
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 Notice to Mariners will be issued before works commence and after completion of the 

installation activities  

 

 A local marine notice giving vessels details together with a general description of operations 

and approximate dates of commencement and completion will be published 

 

 Publication of formal Marine Notices through Dept. of Transport Tourism and Sport with 

appropriate level of details  

 

It is also proposed that a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) will be appointed and fisheries liaison will be 

undertaken prior to and during cable installation operations. (Ref “E6” in Table 2-7 Pg. 26/27 in 

“Planning Report”).  

 

These appear to be reasonable and can be set as a condition of the foreshore licence when/if given 

subject to the views of MSO (final worded conditions for inclusion in the Foreshore Licence should 

reflect their views and recommendations from a navigational perspective).  

 

MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY  

 

This is discussed with reference to Section 4 of the “Planning Report” and also with reference to the 

“Marine Archaeology Technical Report” provided in Appendix E. An initial desk based assessment was 

updated with the results of the foreshore surveys undertaken at Loughshinny, and a review of the 

geophysical data collected by the cable route survey. The assessment concluded that there are no 

known potential cultural heritage assets or wrecks directly affected by the landing site at Loughshinny. 

The marine cable corridor within Ireland has not required any changes triggered by the evaluation of 

the data by marine archaeologists. The Marine Archaeology Technical Report has not recommended 

that Archaeological Exclusion Zones are implemented within the marine cable corridor.  

 

The Applicants conclude that “the cable installation and maintenance activities will have No Significant 

effect on marine archaeology as summarised in Table 4-1 (Ref “Planning Report) Pg. 38. No wrecks or 

archaeological assets have been identified within 140m of the installation route”. The closest wreck is 

140m to NW of the cable route and will not be disturbed by the installation tool. Review of the 

geophysical survey data has not indicated any potential for cultural heritage assets within the 

installation corridor”  

 

It is noted that as a result of this evaluation that no specific mitigation measures are proposed to 

address marine archaeology.  

 

The views of the Underwater Marine Archaeology unit within the Department of Culture Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht will be key here as to whether they are satisfied with the Marine Archaeology 

assessment as presented by the Applicants. There may be a requirement for inclusion of specific 

conditions in the Foreshore Licence when/if given to address marine archaeological requirements 

based on the observations of DCHG.  
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OTHER  

 

Pipeline Route/Other Subsea Pipelines/Cables  

 

The marine cable corridor crosses the Irish median line and reaches the Irish Coast landfall at 

Loughshinny as shown of Drawing No P228-CORR-002. The foreshore element of the cable route 

extending from Loughshinny to the 12 Mile Limit is approximately 29.8 km in length. There are a 

limited number of infrastructures in the vicinity of the marine cable corridor. There marine cable route 

within Irish territorial waters, does not cross any existing infrastructure. However further offshore in 

the Irish EEZ (beyond foreshore domain) the cable will cross the Interconnector 1 gas pipeline. A “firing 

practice area” has also been identified (ref Admiralty Charts) app 3.3 km to north of the cable corridor 

and 10 km offshore from the proposed landing point at Loughsinny.  

 

The crossing of any third party infrastructure will be made with agreement of the owner following a 

negotiated formal Crossing Agreement.  More details on the installation method selected for cable 

crossing is provided in Section 2.6.3 (Ref ‘Planning Report’ Pg. 19/20/21).  

 

It should be noted that any crossing should be in accordance with the ICPC Recommendations (2014) 

and specifically Recommendation No 3.  

 

In terms of any restrictions that may need to apply if relevant as a result of operations within the 

nearby “firing practice areas” the Applicants would need to adhere to any directions / requirements 

of the Department of Defence where relevant in this regard.  

 

Type of Cable  

 

The cable is double armoured and will be “unrepeatered” (i.e. not powered). It is to be an industry 

standard cable with capability to transmit high speed data and voice via light wave through the optical 

fibres contained within the core. A cut away section of the Double Armour Cable, with an overall 

diameter of 40mm (including protective layers), is shown in Fig 2.1 (Ref Planning Report pg. 8). A more 

detailed description of the propose cable is provided at ‘2.2’ (ref Planning Report Pg. 7/8) 

 

Aquaculture Activities  

 

There are no licenced aquaculture sites along, or adjacent to the proposed cable route.  

 

COMMENTS  

 

The proposed cable lay operations will be of limited extent and duration (up to a possible 3 weeks 

cumulatively for all operations as outlined earlier in this report -ref “Cable Installation Programme”) 
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Overall subject to proposed mitigation measures commercial fishing activities will not be adversely 

affected by the cable lay operations. While the proposed route may encroach onto some fishing areas 

during the main cable lay operation it is proposed to appoint a Fisheries Liaison Officer for both 

inshore and offshore sections of the main cable lay operations to keep commercial fishermen 

informed of the installation works including timelines, dates, work and locations for of all offshore 

cable lay operations.  

 

The various suites of Site Investigations detected no discernible impacts on Marine Archaeology so no 

specific Mitigation measures are proposed in this regard. The views of the Underwater Marine 

Archaeology unit within the Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht can be taken into 

account in order to determine whether or not any specific conditions should still be included in the 

Foreshore Licence when/if given to address Marine Archaeology matters. (If so any suitable worded 

conditions for inclusion in the Foreshore Licence should reflect their views and recommendations).  

 

While the proposed cable route will pass through a busy shipping area, due to the limited timescale 

of work and implementation of the proposed mitigation measures there should be minimal impact on 

navigation. All ASN Vessels will adhere to Collision Regulations and Notice to Mariners will be issued. 

There is sufficient space available for shipping to make minor alterations to routes to avoid cable lay 

works. It is recommended that the nearest major Port (Dublin Port Co) should be kept fully informed 

of work plans including start up and completion dates.  

 

The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that the proposed project does not have the potential 

to give rise to significant adverse effects on the overall integrity and qualifying interests of the Natura 

2000 sites considered. This Department’s own Appropriate Assessment of this project (in preparation) 

is likely to reach a similar finding in this regard (this will be forwarded to MFPU in due course).  

 

There will be temporary restrictions around cable laying vessels and the entrance to and from 

Loughshinny Harbour may be constrained during shore end tie-in. A small area of Loughshinny Beach 

will be required to be closed off for the short duration of trenching and reinstatement operations in 

connection with the nearshore/landfall cable lay operations. Appropriate health and safety 

procedures should be adopted to protect the public users of this beach especially in view of its 

popularity during the summer months as a bathing area by the provision of appropriate 

signage/notices. A site visit on 8/8/19 on a warm sunny day at 2pm noted app 30-40 people in the 

general foreshore area enjoying the various amenities provided. On this basis it is recommended that 

any nearshore/landfall operations on the beach between HW and Low Water should not be 

undertaken during the bathing season so should be undertaken between the months of October and 

May. It is noted in this regard that it is intended that all of the above works would be carried out in 

April 2020.  

 

In advance of commencing cable lay operations the Applicants will publish local Marine Notices 

providing a description of the operations, locations and dates for commencement and completion. 

The mariner’s notice will be prepared to ensure that other foreshore users are made aware of the 

operations.  
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Approaching vessels will be required to keep a safe distance from SI Works/survey vessels in 

accordance with maritime regulations.  

 

Based on the precautionary principal, substantial “Mitigation Measures” have been developed to 

minimise potential impacts from the project on the general marine environment. These are presented 

in Section 2-11 of the Planning Report at Table 2-7 “Embedded Mitigation” (10 No) and at Table 6-1 

“Project Specific Measures” (1 No) These include for the requirement of all cables to be buried to a 

target depth of 1.5m, Project vessel waste disposal facilities and control measures and shipboard oil 

pollution emergency plan to adhere to MARPOL requirements, a Fisheries Liaison Officer to be 

appointed prior to and during cable lay operations. These appear to be reasonable and can be made 

a condition of the Licence when/if granted.  

 

Based on the foregoing I would consider that there should be minimal impact on the foreshore and 

marine environment as a result of these proposed main cable lay operations.  

 

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

The Applicants have demonstrated satisfactorily that, subject to the adoption of Mitigation Measures 

as set out in the Application Documents the proposed main cable lay operations for the proposed 

cable route will note impact on fisheries, navigation or the environment (including potential impact 

to Natura 2000 sites).  

 

On the basis of the information provided by the Applicant the Engineering Inspectorate is of the view 

that subject to Mitigation Measures being implemented, and considering the nature, scale, location 

and duration of the proposed works, impacts on the Marine Environment, Navigation and Fisheries 

interests are not likely to be significant.  

 

Therefore Engineering has no objections to a Foreshore Licence being granted for the proposed Main 

Cable Lay operations as outlined in the Application Documents, subject to the following conditions:  

 

1. All cable installation operations on foreshore shall be undertaken in accordance with the 

methodologies as outlined at Sections 2.6 and 2.7 of the “Planning Report” dated July 2019 

 

2. The Licensee shall use that part of the Foreshore the subject matter of this licence for the 

purposes as outlined in the application and for no other purposes whatsoever  

 

3. The cable shall be installed as detailed in the submitted “Planning Report” dated December 

2019 and in particular the submarine cable shall be laid within the route corridor as outlined 

on Drawing No P228-CORR-006 entitled “Foreshore Licence Map” dated 29/7/2019 – unless 

otherwise varied and approved by DHPLG. A drawing including a route position list detailing 

the “as laid location” for the submarine cable shall be submitted to DHPLG on completion 

of the cable installation works  
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4. Further to 3 above the Lessee shall provide details of the final as-laid position and route of 

the cable to the UK Hydrographic Office for inclusion on all appropriate Nautical/Marine 

charts in the region 

 

5. The Licensee shall ensure that the target burial depth for the length of the near shore 

(beach, shallow and intertidal zones to LWM) foreshore involved shall be at least 1.5 M as 

per Application documents with a target minimum depths for offshore burial as set out in 

the Application documents 

 

6. Further to Condition 5 above a report detailing the location of any part of the cable that was 

not laid to the full planned depth (including areas where rock armour or equivalent 

protection was deemed necessary) should be submitted to DHPLG on completion of the 

cable installation works 

 

7. During the course of the nearshore/landfall cable lay operations the Applicants shall ensure 

that,  

 

(a) All necessary precautions are put in place to protect the public in accordance with 

relevant Health and Safety Legislation;  

 

(b) Existing public access arrangements to the general foreshore area are not impeded by 

any vessels, plant or materials used in connection with the cable installation operations, 

and where relevant this access should be made safe and guaranteed by the provision of 

appropriate signage/notices/barriers etc. to the satisfaction of the Department of 

Housing, Planning and Local Government;  

 

(c) Procedures are adopted to ensure that the cable lay operations and any subsequent 

cable maintenance requirements, are not injurious to fishing, navigation, adjacent lands 

or the public interests 

 

8. Where relevant the foreshore and adjacent seashore beach area shall be restored to its 

original condition on completion of the cable installation works to the satisfaction of the 

DHPLG. No open excavation shall be left on the foreshore.  

 

9. Any nearshore/landfall operations on the beach between HW and Low Water should not be 

undertaken between the months of May and September 

 

10. Appropriate methods of operation shall be adopted in order to ensure that no spillages of 

fuel, cement based materials or other leakages occur to the Irish Sea and Contractors 

arrangements for the control of pollutants should be notified to DHPLG and IFI (Eastern 

Regional District)  

11. Marine Notices, lighting and markings as appropriate shall be carried out in consultation 

with the Marine Safety Directorate, Department of Transport, Leeson Land Dublin 2 
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12. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a Marine Notice, issued by the Irish Maritime 

Administration, giving a general description of operations and approximate dates of 

commencement and completion  

 

13. The Licensee shall arrange the publication of a local marine notice giving general description 

of operations and approximate dates of commencement and completion in respect of cable 

laying operations  

 

14. Further to 12 and 13 above the Applicants shall keep Dublin Port Co fully informed on all 

work plans including start up and completion dates for all cable lay operations within Irish 

territorial waters  

 

15. All cable lay, cable ship, cable maintenance and any other vessels to be used in connection 

with the proposed cable installation shall have appropriate certification from the Marine 

Survey Office  

 

16. Mitigation measures as set out in Tables 2-7 and 6-1 at Sections 2.11 and 6, respectively, of 

the “Planning Report” dated July 2019, shall be implemented in full unless otherwise varied 

by condition of this licence.  

 

17. The Licensee shall comply with the requirements as set out in the document entitled 

“Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-made Sound Sources in Irish 

Waters” (January 2014) in respect of any cable laying activity on the foreshore  

 

18. All material/debris collected as a result of the proposed pre-lay grapnel run shall be 

disposed on shore to a licensed Landfill site in accordance with the appropriate Waste 

Disposal Legislation subject to the appropriate agreement and approval of Fingal County 

Council  

 

19. The Licensee shall notify DHPLG at least 14 days in advance of the commencement of any 

works on the foreshore.  

XX* *Appropriate worded condition(s) to address any Underwater Archaeology and 

Archaeological issues (if relevant) can be based on the views and recommendations of Dept. 

of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht when they are received in due course.  

 

Water Marine Advisor 2nd comments following review of applicant’s response dated August 2020 to 

observations made by Prescribed Bodies  

 

Having looked through them, they seem fine.  They actually covered both my reports so their 

responses at ‘2.4.1’ is the more relevant one.  

 

So I am satisfied with their responses to my observations as provided in the technical report.   
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Marine Institute  

 

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Celtix Connect ltd - Havhinsten Telecommunication Cable 
 
  
I provided Marine Institute comment on this application on 27th August 2019.  These comments 
remain relevant and I have no additional comments. 
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Marine Survey Office  

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Celtix Connect ltd - Havhinsten Telecommunication Cable 

 
 
I refer to the above and wish to advise that previous MSO comments still stand with no further 
observations to make. 
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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM)  

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Celtix Connect Ltd - Havhingsten Telecommunications Cable 

 
  
If there is no material change to the application, then this Department will not need to reassess the 
previous response. 
  
 
 
 

  



37 
 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG)  

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Celtix Connect ltd - Havhinsten Telecommunication Cable 

 
 
The Department have nothing further to add. 
 
 

 

Subject: RE: FS006915 Celtix Connect ltd - Havhinsten Telecommunication Cable 

 
NPWS have no comment to make on this application. 
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Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI)  

 

MARINE LICENCE VETTING COMMITTEE: 

 

Re: FS006915 Foreshore licence application by Celtix Connect Ltd – Havhingsten 

Telecommunications Cable landing at Loughshinny, Co. Dublin 

 

 

This application relates to Installation and maintenance of a fibre-optic Havhingsten 

Telecommunications Cable - landing site is at Loughshinny, Fingal, Co Dublin. 

The project includes the laying of cable from a point in the Irish Sea eastward to make landfall at 

Loughshinny.  

 

The Appendix C – Cable Burial Assessment document provided indicates that  

 

 100% of the route is expected to be subject to a burial operation: o 95.21% of the route is 

ploughable  

 4.79% will be surface laid then subject to PLB. This includes pipeline crossings, BU integration 

and shore end.  

 

That report indicates that some of the ground conditions are somewhat soft and that over-burial 

may occur in some places. This is not considered as a negative (by IFI), in environmental terms.  

 

“Sub-bottom profile data indicates a thick layer of sediments all the way to the mouth of 

Loughshinny harbour. The seabed only shows very gentle to gentle gradients and no problems are 

expected with steep slopes causing plough instability.” 

 

The Table 2-2 : Trenchability Classification is very informative and gives clear indication of options 

and proposals for differing bed types that may be encountered along the route.  

 

“The target burial cover depth (depth below mean seabed) is 1.5m. 

The burial equipment is primarily a seabed plough, although a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) is 

sometimes used to conduct post-lay burial (PLB).” 

 

The AA Screening Report indicates that: “Overall there is no evidence to indicate that the works in 

combination with any plan or project will produce a significant adverse effect on the habitats of the 

qualifying species and on species of special conservation interest, ensuring the integrity of the sites 

are maintained. No significant cumulative effect is envisaged.  

 

The proposed project does not have the potential to give rise to significant adverse effects on the 

overall integrity of the Natura 2000 sites considered. Therefore, this assessment has stopped at Stage 

1 screening and there should be no further requirement for Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment.” 
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IFI comment: 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland’s (IFI) brief includes conservation of relevant fish species. Of relevance in the 

present case are marine sport fish species, such as tope and smoothound (both members of the 

shark family and caught via off-shore deep water leisure angling), and migratory species traversing 

the coastline and entering into various rivers along the Dublin-Meath-Louth coast – including young 

and adult life stages of Atlantic salmon, sea trout, eel, sea- and river lamprey.  

 

The documentation provided for this application – which is for cable laying out to the 12 nautical 

mile limit and inward to a landfall site at Loughshinny – is comprehensive. Extensive detail is 

provided in regard to bed conditions, trenching of cable and issues impacting on cable laying.  

 

IFI concurs with the finding of the AA Screening Report. 

 

IFI would welcome clarification in regard to “4.79% will be surface laid then subject to PLB. This 

includes pipeline crossings, BU integration and shore end”. The burial of the cable along 95% plus of 

the route is positive. IFI would like to understand how the remaining <5% of cable is to be protected 

– what is the procedure following surface-laying of cable in the 5% area? 

 

IFI would welcome an indication of the proposed time-of-year of cable laying works. A series of small 

rivers discharge to the east coast between Dublin and Drogheda, with the large discharge of the 

River Boyne at Drogheda. Many of these rivers are known as housing populations of Atlantic salmon 

and of the migratory sea-trout. This form lives in freshwater for periods of the year and migrates to 

sea for periods when it actively feeds and grows. IFI is currently involved in studies on this species in 

the INTERREG cross-border COMPASS project and has been using telemetry to study movements of 

sea trout and salmon along the east coast in the area from Drogheda north to Dundalk-Carlingford 

and into Northern Ireland waters. Findings to date indicate that the most sensitive time is a period 

from approx. mid-May to mid-June, when sea trout are feeding actively in the immediate inshore 

areas and in locations adjoining the mouths of estuaries, such as Rogerstown estuary to the south of 

Loughshinny.  

 

IFI would recommend that cable laying should not take place in areas within 1 km of the shore in the 

period mid-May – mid June. 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 2nd comments following review of applicant’s response dated August 

2020 to observations made by Prescribed Bodies  

 

We have reviewed the comments and are satisfied with the response.  We have no further comment 

to make.  
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Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) 

 

West Pier,  

Howth, 

Co. Dublin 

 Tel: +3531 8321910 

Fax: +3531 8321911 

Email: sfpahowth@sfpa.ie 

  Direct: +353 87 9294673 

 

 

Application No:  Applicant Name: 

 

 

 

FS 006915  Celtix Connect  

Application Category 

Aquaculture Foreshore General Energy Other 

 X  X 

Location 

 

Loughshinney Species  

Date 26-03-2020 SFPA Region Eastern 

 

 

Inspectors comments 

 

Following a review of the application and supporting documentation it is unlikely that the 

project will be a cause for concern on the following points below. 

 

 

1. Wild Fisheries 

0-6nm Main fisheries are for Whelk Buccinum undatum, Edible Crab Cancer pagurus, Razor 

Clam Ensis siliqua. 

 

12nm + Main fisheries are for Prawn Nephrops norvegicus and demersal fish species.  The 6-

12nm zone of water now prohibits vessels greater than 18m from fishing within the zone. 

 

Export market is for both live and processed product to Asia.  Approximately 26 licenced 

vessels may operate within the area.  The razor vessels operate no deeper than 14m depth 

whereas the potting for crab and whelk operate in deeper than 14m. 

 

The Applicant has been advised by the Marine Institute in June 2018 that the project will 

require the appointment of a fisheries liaison officer to communicate intended operations with 

the fishing community directly in a timely fashion so fishing gear can be moved and or 

avoided.  Marine notices are to be published prior to any activity taking place as is the 

standard operating procedure. 

 

The likely impacts on the wild fisheries from this project are likely to be low and should only 

cause minimum disruption for a short duration to the local fishing fleet. 
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The applicant should be aware that the razor fishery operates a box dredge which typically 

digs into the seabed down to approximately 45cm and the cable laying process should take 

this into account to avoid disturbance and or damage by the fishing operations. 

 

 

 

2. Shellfish Production Areas 

Malahide/Skerries Bivalve production areas fall within the applied area/adjoining area.  

Malahide is currently afforded an A classification which allows for the direct placement of 

bivalve shellfish onto the market. Skerries has a seasonal A classification during the winter 

months and reverts to a B classification for the other seasons. When Skerries reverts to B 

classification it is usually decided by the local fishermen to refrain from fishing due to 

reduced price and demand for B classified product, which requires further processing to be 

permitted for human consumption. 

 

 

 

 

3. Seafood Safety 

The classification process is primarily concerned with the microbiological contamination in 

shellfish. As Stated above, the two bivalve production areas and the respective classifications 

raise concerns as it is important from a human safety perspective that any spill or break which 

could be deemed a pollutant within the area needs to be immediately notified to both the 

SFPA and Marine Institute so appropriate action can be taken to maintain the safety of the 

products harvested from the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Date   

27-03-2020 
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Public Submissions: Consultation  21/08/19 – 27/09/19 
 

From: antoinette slattery [mailto:antoinetteslattery@hotmail.com]  

Sent: 09 September 2019 18:25 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: Fw: Celtic Connect installing a cable through the middle of Loughshinny and the Harbour. 

 

 
 

 
Sent: Monday 9 September 2019 18:19 
Subject: Celtic Connect installing a cable through the middle of Loughshinny and the Harbour.  

  

To whom it may concern 
 
We would like to register a objection against  the above happening.   
 
 
Antoinette Slattery 
Patrick Slattery 
Gavin Slattery 
Adam Slattery 
 
4 Ballykea, Skerries 
 

  

mailto:antoinetteslattery@hotmail.com
mailto:foreshore@housing.gov.ie
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From: eoghan stuart [mailto:stuartson1@gmail.com]  

Sent: 10 September 2019 22:57 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: Celtix Connect - Havhingsten Telecommunication Cable Dublin 

 

Hi, 

 

In relation to the above, I have the following submissions/requests for information on the 

proposal: 

 
1. What consultation was there with Loughshinny Community Association, as mentioned in 

Application form? I am a member of that association and do not recall any consultation. Also 

there is none referred to in appendix J 

2. This work is clearly adjacent to archaeologically sensitive lands of Drumanagh, contrary to 

Application form statement. 

3. What does the corridor represent? 

4. Is there not a requirement to put up notice in the locality? 

5. What future works are precluded in the areas near the cable? 

6. Any beach disturbed by installation must be restored to original condition 

Please acknowledge receipt of this email. 

 
Regards, 

 
/Eoghan Stuart 
 

 

  

mailto:stuartson1@gmail.com
mailto:foreshore@housing.gov.ie
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From: Aisling OHara [mailto:oharaaisling@yahoo.com.au]  
Sent: Wednesday 11 September 2019 16:36 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Objection to Celtix Connect cable installation 

 
I wish to lodge an objection to the proposed cable being installed at Loughshinny by Celtix Connect. 
 
I oppose on the following grounds :  
 
The location is absurd, in the harbour and through the village. 
The cable if installed will sterilise any future development of the harbour. 
 
The cable will negativity impact the current Irish water project to clean the quality of our water and 
make if safe for our children. 
 
Has Fingal County Council been consulted? 
 
The town has been dug up for the last 12 months since we moved to Loughshinny, and the road has 
finally just been resurfaced. 
 
Please contact me should you have any enquiries or need further information. 
 
KInd Regards, 
Aisling O'Hara, Rory O'Hara 
 
Residents 
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From: Eddie Williams [mailto:086eddie@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday 17 September 2019 14:34 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: FS006915 

 

Hi. 

Good afternoon. 

My name is Eddie Williams. 

I live in Loughshinny Harbour. 

With reference to above proposal,  

we have received NO proposal, request, notification 

or planning notices. 

Our residents association have received nothing either. 

On this basis alone, we strongly object, and find it offensive 

from whatever company is attempting to fast-track this 

proposal. 

Thank you. 

Eddie Williams. 
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From: Garrett O'Brien [mailto:Garrett.X.O'Brien@aib.ie]  

Sent: Wednesday 18 September 2019 09:42 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: Loughshinny Harbour 

 
Good morning 
 
I would like to raise a formal objection to the installation by Celtix Connect of an underwater cable 
through Loughshinny Harbour. I believe this would be detrimental to the best interests of local 
people for the following reasons: 
 

 It will sterilise any future development and maintenance of the harbour 

 The current Irish water project to clean up the quality of the water being discharged into the 
bay may be compromised or cancelled 

 I have concerns over whether or not the correct planning notification has been submitted 

 What will next steps be in terms of a cable station? If the planning for this will be denied (as 
seems likely) then why should the cable be installed in the first place?  

 This will have severe impacts on the environment, marine archeology, cultural heritage and 
on fishing and tourism industry 

 
Thank you 
 
Garrett O’Brien 
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From: Noel Jordan [mailto:noeljordan@live.ie]  

Sent: Friday 20 September 2019 08:43 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: OBJECTION TO FORESHORE LICENCE - Application by Celtix Connect Limited 

Importance: High 

 

To whom it may concern 

Marine Planning & Foreshore Section 

Dept of Housing, Planning and Local Government 

Newtown Road 

Wexford 

Co Wexford 

 

Please find attached documents outlining our objections to the above application. 

 

Please confirm receipt of this email and its attachments 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Noel Jordan 

Loughshinny Residents CLG 
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From: John McClean [mailto:jjmcclean@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday 24 September 2019 19:29 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Planning Ref FS006915 :APPLICATION FOR A LEASE/LICENCE/CONSENT UNDER THE 
FORESHORE ACT 1933 (AS AMENDED) 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 I would like to make a formal objection to this cable landing application Ref FS006915 :APPLICATION 
FOR A LEASE/LICENCE/CONSENT UNDER THE FORESHORE ACT 1933 (AS AMENDED) at Loughshinny 
Harbour based on no local consultation with residents of Loughshinny or the local Loughshinny 
fishermen that both form an integral part of Loughshinny community life and as such should form an 
integral part of deciding a project of this nature that may impact community life in the village. 
 
The local community have not been afforded any expression of concerns or indeed no input into the 
drawing up of this application therefore making it void as their wishes or needs have not been 
catered for. 
  
I read in the Foreshore Licence Application that Loughshinny Fisherman and the Loughshinny 
Community Association were consulted as per  section 4.3 and then backed up with correspondence 
in Appendix J.  
 
When I look at Section 4.3 of the application I see the question  "Describe any consultations 
undertaken to date with other foreshore users" and is duly answered with "Loughshinny Fishermen 
and Loughshinny Community Association have been consulted  - see Appendix J to planning 
report".  
 
But when I look up the reference to Appendix J there are no correspondence referring to 
communication with the Loughshinny Community Association. As I am involved with the Community 
Association and have spoken to all members of the committee I can say that no member of the 
Committee was consulted.. 
 
I've also spoken to the local fishermen that have boats docked in the harbour and are dependent on 
the boats coming to and from the harbour every day, to allow them earn a living. While they had 
heard about the cable coming into Loughshinny Harbour they admitted they don't fully 
understanding the implications or disruption that these works will have on them and have expressed 
grave concerns on how this may impact their comings and going while this project is in progress. 
 
I see again a reference in Appendix J (Pre-Application Consultation) to local fisherman being 
informed. But on taking a closer look at the appendix the 3 fishermen referenced in Table 1.1   (Mr 
Hickey, Mr Faulkner and Mr Peter Lynch} with respect, are not local to the Loughshinny harbour.  Mr 
Hickey is in fact an Area Officer employed by Bord Iascaigh Mhara and not a fisherman. Mr Faulkner 
while mentioned in the table 1.1  there are no correspondence that I could find within the Appendix 
So I was not able to talk to him to confirm any consultation. It is worth noting that the fisherman I 
spoke to on the harbour did not seem to know him.  
 
Lastly Mr Peter Lynch who is mentioned within the correspondence, by his own admission is based 
in Howth and only fishes the surrounding waters off Loughshinny and while he will have disruption, 
there was no clear answer to any of the questions he posed in relation to fishing these waters while 
the project was ongoing. Moreover this will less likely affect him in the same way as the fishermen 
based at the Loughshinny Harbour. 
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One last real concern I myself has is how this project may impact the local environment and the 
quality of the water.  We have only recently improved the quality of water to allow bathing at the 
harbour and beach area and concerns have been expressed by the wider community that this 
proposed work may have an impact on the quality of the bathing water. 
 
There is a flier circulating around the houses of the community which feeds hugely into peoples 
fears. I attach this flier for your perusal but anything within this flier cannot be confirmed or denied 
without proper local consultation which would have aired these views in a public arena. I fear it is an 
opportunity missed by the project owners and with these concerns circulating I urge you to make 
the owners of this project more accountable to the community of Loughshinny and at least have the 
decency to sit down with them to allay any fears that they may have in relation to the future of their 
community. 
 
I hope you will give this objection your careful consideration. 
 
Kind Regards, 
John McClean (Concerned Resident) 
Glendalough, 
 Loughshinny. 
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From: oneill town planning [mailto:planmon@eircom.net]  
Sent: Friday 27 September 2019 19:50 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Foreshore Application 

 
A chara, 
I only became aware of the newspaper notice below this evening, and I am now both 
confused and bothered by its wording, so much so that I am unaware of the legal status of 
the notice, and the legal status of the submission I made to the department with regard to 
what appears to be the same Foreshore application.  Could you please revert to me asap in 
order to explain the genesis and legality of the said advertisement, an examination and 
review of same I have clearly been excluded from. 
Regards, 
Michael O'Neill MIPI     
 

 
 

O'Neill Town Planning, 

Oakdene, 81B Howth Road, 

Howth, Co. Dublin. 
ph. 353.1.8391896 
FAX 353.1.8396423 
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From: oneill town planning [mailto:planmon@eircom.net]  
Sent: Saturday 28 September 2019 11:37 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Foreshore Notice  

 
A chara, 
Please ignore my earlier email sent last night, and accept this one which is hopefully now 
without any spelling errors. 
I only became aware of the newspaper notice in the Northside News last evening relating to 
a Foreshore licence, and I am now both confused and bothered by its wording, so much so 
that I am unaware of the legal status of the notice, and the legal status of the submission I 
made to the department with regard to what appears to be the same Foreshore 
application.  Could you please revert to me as soon as possible in order to explain the 
necessity and legality of the said advertisement, an examination and review of same I have 
clearly been excluded from. 
Regards, 
Michael O'Neill MIPI     
 
 

O'Neill Town Planning, 

Oakdene, 81B Howth Road, 

Howth, Co. Dublin. 
ph. 353.1.8391896 
FAX 353.1.8396423 
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Public Submissions: Consultation   29/01/20 – 29/02/20 
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From: antoinette slattery [mailto:antoinetteslattery@hotmail.com]  

Sent: 24 February 2020 12:58 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: RE: Reference F19A/0169 

 

To Whom it may concern 

 

We wish to put in an objections against the above application at Loughshinny Harbour. 

 

Regards 

Antoinette Slattery 

Patrick Slattery 

Gavin Slattery 

Adam Slattery 

Nicola Slattery 
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From: tuts100.tc [mailto:tuts100.tc@gmail.com]  

Sent: 24 February 2020 20:36 

To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 

Subject: Re celtix application for telecommunications cable - loughshinny 

 

 

I would like to register my objection to the proposed application by Celtix to install a 

telecommunications cable through Loughshinny harbour.  

 

There has been absolutely no public consultation on this proposal what so ever with the people of 

this village.  

 

What is is for? Who will it benefit? Where is the cable going? What distribution should the residents 

expect.  

How will this impact on the harbour? Will it destroy marine life? Will it affect the quality of life of 

residents and will it affect the amenity for our visitors...it is questions like these that need to be 

answered in  a public forum so that we can understand what this is all about and allow us to make 

an informed decision.  

 

I strongly object to this application and hope that you ask the questions that we are not given the 

opportunity to ask. I hope that you will ensure that the future of this beautiful village is protected 

and that we stand together against these large corporate bodies coming in to destroy our country 

with no purpose only greed.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Tricia Matthews  
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From: suzanne gorry [mailto:gorrysuzanne@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Friday 28 February 2020 15:43 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Formal Objection 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

As a resident in Loughshinny I am writing to formally object to the application for a licence 

for the proposed installation of the fibre optic Havhingsten Telecommunication Cable landing 

site at loughshinny, Fingal, Co.Dublin. 

 

A few of the reasons for my objection are  

 

The installation of this cable through the harbour will sterilize any future development of the 

harbour or even the maintenance of the harbour and cause major disruption to the village. 

 

The cable will negatively impact and might even cancel the current Irish Water project to 

clean up the quality of the water being discharged into the bay which is of great importance 

to the community and has been an issue for a long time. 

 

And finely this installation will have a severe impact on the environment, on marine 

archaeology,on cultural heritage,on the fishing industry and on tourism in the village. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

Suzanne O'Brien 

Blacklands 

Ballykea 

skerries 

Co.Dublin  
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From: Noel Jordan [mailto:noeljordan@live.ie]  
Sent: Saturday 29 February 2020 14:56 
To: foreshore <foreshore@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Fw: OBJECTION TO FORESHORE LICENCE - Application by Celtix Connect Limited 
Importance: High 
 

To whom it may concern 
Marine Planning & Foreshore Section 
Dept of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
Newtown Road 
Wexford 
Co Wexford 
 
Please find attached documents outlining our objections to the above application.  

1) Attachments included are objections sent Oct'19 [FORESHORE OBJECTION.PDF; LANDING 
STATION OBJECTION.PDF] in response to original application for a foreshore licence sent 
20th September 2019.  
2) Additional objections in the form of attachments [NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT_response.docx; STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE_response.docx; 
APPENDIX 1A.docx; APPENDIX 1B.docx; APPENDIX 2 - 
IWM_106_Irelands_wintering_waterbirds.pdf; APPENDIX B.xlsx] 
 
Please confirm receipt of this email and its attachments 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Noel Jordan 

Loughshinny Residents CLG 
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