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l. lntroduction

Moyne Road caravan park, Baldoyle. Constructed by Fingal Counry Council

l . l  The Government ,  under  the  Nat iona l  S t ra tegy  fo r

T r a v e l l e r  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n n o u n c e d  o n  2 7  M a r c h ,  1 9 9 6 ,

h a s  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l e g a l ,

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  l o c a l

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  n e e d s  o f

T r a v e l l e r s .  T h e  H o u s i n g  A c t s ,  1 9 6 6  t o  1 9 9 7 ,  p l a c e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f

accommodat ion  fo r  those in  need inc lud ing  the  prov is ion

of  serv iced  caravan s i tes  fo r  Trave l le rs .  These Gu ide l ines

re la te  to  caravan s i tes  used fo r  res ident ia l  purposes  on  a

permanent  bas is  and re f lec t  deve lopments  in  recent  years

w h i c h  h a v e  i m p a c t e d  o n  t h e  d e s i g n ,  l a y o u t  a n d  o t h e r

i s s u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s u c h  s i t e s .  T h e

G u i d e l i n e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e

N a t i o n a l  T r a v e l l e r  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  C o n s u l t a t i v e  G r o u p

and loca l  au thor i t ies  and rep lace  those se t  ou t  in  C i rcu la r

Le t te r  N l6185 o f  September ,  1985.

Purpose  and  App l i ca t i on  o f  t he  Gu ide l i nes
1 . 2  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  d e s i g n ,  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n ,  p l a n n i n g ,

env i ronmenta l ,  techn ica l  and soc ia l  aspec ts  in  re la t ion  to

h a l t i n g  s i t e s  a r e  m a t t e r s  f o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  T h e s e

G u i d e l i n e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n

prov id ing  a  reasonab le  s tandard  o f  serv ices  a t  reasonab le

c o s t  a n d  s e t  o u t  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o n  s e l e c t i n g  s u i t a b l e

s i tes ,  fo rmula t ing  a  des ign  br ie f ,  mak ing  ar rangements  fo r

s i t e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  m e e t i n g  f i r e ,

s a f e t y  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h ' e y  a r e  n o t

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  r e g a r d  s h o u l d  b e  h a d  t o  o t h e r

re levant  requ i rements ,  adv ice  e tc .  The Gu ide l ines  shou ld

b e  u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  m a k i n g

d e c i s i o n s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e i r  o w n  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l

c i rcumstances .  l t  i s  no t  the  in ten t ion  to  imoose un i fo rm

s o l u t i o n s  s i n c e  s i t u a t i o n s  m a y  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n

charac ter  across  the  count ry ;  there fore ,  the  Gu ide l ines

shou ld  be  app l ied  in  a  f lex ib le  manner .  Proposa ls ,  wh ich

d e o a r t  f r o m  t h e  G u i d e l i n e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  l o c a l

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n

t h e i r  m e r i t s .  T h e  G u i d e l i n e s  a r e  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  t o

o t h e r  s t a t u t o r y  f u n c t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g

t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  p o w e r s .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  k e p t

u n d e r  r e v i e w  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  r e l e v a n t

l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  b e  e n a c t e d ,  a s  e n v i s a g e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l

Strategy.

Group  Hous ing  Schemes
1.3  In  as  fa r  as  i s  p rac t icab le  and appropr ia te ,  the  adv ice

conta ined in  these Gu ide l ines ,  par t i cu la r ly  tha t  in  re la t ion

to  p rocedures  fo r  consu l ta t ion  w i th  Trave l le rs ,  shou ld  be

a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o t h e r  T r a v e l l e r  s p e c i f i c

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  s u c h  a s  G r o u p  H o u s i n g  S c h e m e s .

Soc ia l  Hous ing  Gu ide l i nes
1 . 4  A c c o u n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  t a k e n ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i s

app rop r i a te ,  o f  Gu ide l i nes  p repa red  by  t he  Depa r tmen t  o f

t he  Env i r onmen t  and  Loca l  Gove rnmen t  i n  r e l a t i on  t o

Soc ia l  Hous ing  gene ra l l y .

*  The  t e rm  " ca ravan "  f o r  t he  pu rposes  o f  t hese  Gu ide l i nes  means
any structure designed or adapted for  human habi tat ion which is
capable of  being moved f rom one place to another,  whether by
tow ing  o r  t r anspo r t  on  a  veh i c l e  o r  t r a i l e r ,  and  i nc l udes  a  mo to r
veh i c l e  so  des igned  o r  adap ted  and  a  mob i l e  home ,  bu t  does  no t
i nc l ude  a  t en t .
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Consu l ta t i on  w i th  T rave l l e rs
2.1  There  shou ld  be  consu l ta t ion  be tween au thor i t ies

and/or  the i r  consu l tan ts  and loca l  T rave l le rs  and Trave l le r

organ isa t ions ,  in  so  fa r  as  i s  p rac t icab le  f rom the  in i t ia t ion

o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  s t a g e .

Author i t ies  shou ld  take  account  o f  the  expec ta t ions  and

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  T r a v e l l e r s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  d u e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e

n e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s i t e s  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t .  E a r l y

ident i f i ca t ion  o f  the  fami l ies  fo r  wh ich  the  s i te  i s  be ing

des igned and consu l ta t ion  w i th  the  fami l ies  who w i l l  l i ve

on the  s i te  i s  des i rab le .  The Nat iona l  S t ra tegy  prov ides

f o r  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  l o c a l  T r a v e l l e r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n

c o m m i t t e e s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s ,  l o c a l

a u t h o r i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l o c a l  T r a v e l l e r s  o r  T r a v e l l e r

o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  l t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s ,

w h e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w h e t h e r  i n f o r m a l l y  p e n d i n g  t h e

enactment  o f  leg is la t ion  or  on  a  s ta tu to ry  bas is ,  w i l l  p lay

a  key  ro le  in  the  consu l ta t ion  process .

2 . 2  l s s u e s  r e q u i r i n g  c o n s u l t a t i o n  m a y  i n c l u d e  t h e

q u e s t i o n  o f  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n ,  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s ,  b o u n d a r y

t rea tment ,  fac i l i t i es  and serv ices .  Any  spec ia l  needs  o f

f a m i l i e s  w h o  w i l l  b e  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  s i t e  s h o u l d  b e

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  d e s i g n  a t  t h e  o u t s e t .  I n

p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e g a r d  s h o u l d  b e  h a d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a n y

e l d e r l y  a n d  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  a n d  a c c o u n t  t a k e n  o f  t h e

l i ke ly  tu rnover  on  the  s i te .

2 . 3  S o c i a l  w o r k e r s  o r  c o m m u n i t y  w o r k e r s  e m p l o y e d ,

e i ther  d i rec t l y  by  the  loca l  au thor i ty  o r  hea l th  board  or

by  a  vo lun tary  body  in  the  area ,  to  work  w i th  Trave l le rs

shou ld  be  fu l l y  invo lved in  the  in i t ia t ion ,  deve lopment  and

implementa t ion  o f  p roposa ls .

Pub l i c  Consu l ta t i on  and  In fo rma t ion
2.4  The fo rmal  no t i f i ca t ion  process  fo r  loca l  au thor i ty

d e v e l o p m e n t s  a s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  P a r t  X  o f  t h e  L o c a l

G o v e r n m e n t  ( P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t )  R e g u l a t i o n s ,

1994 does  no t  app ly  to  the  prov is ion  by  a  loca l  au thor i ty

in  the i r  own func t iona l  a rea  o f  res ident ia l  caravan s i tes

f o r  T r a v e l l e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u l d  m a k e

r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  t o  i n f o r m  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  o r  t h e i r

representa t ives  about  p roposa ls  to  p rov ide  a  caravan s i te

w i t h i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u l d  s e e k  t o

m i n i m i s e  l o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n d e n c y

towards  l i t iga t ion  in  regard  to  the  loca t ion  o f  s i tes  by

in fo rming  representa t ives  o f  the  loca l  communi ty  about

the i r  p roposa ls  a t  an  ear ly  s tage in  the  process .  Th is  i s

w i thout  p re jud ice  to  the  manager 's  s ta ru to ry  powers  in

re la t ion  to  emergency  s i tua t ions .

Photo: Courtesy of D. Speirs
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3 .  I  L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  s u i t a b l e

loca t ions  fo r  serv iced  s i tes  fo r  Trave l le rs  a re  ident i f ied .

A  s u r v e y  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n i c a l  o f f i c e r s  s h o u l d  b e

u n d e r t a k e n  t o  s e l e c t  a  s u i t a b l e  s i t e  o r  s i t e s  o n  w h i c h

schemes propor t ionate  in  s ize  (see para .  4 .3  be low)  to

the  ex ten t  o f  needs  o f  the  area  may be  p lanned.

3 .2  A l l  s i tes  shou ld  be  inspec ted ,  approved and repor ted

on by  the  appropr ia te  p ro fess iona l / techn ica l  o f f i cers  o f

the  loca l  au thor i ty .  In  par t i cu la r ,  where  a  s i te  i s  be ing

a c q u i r e d  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y ' s

p lann ing  o f f i cer  shou ld  car ry  ou t  an  appra isa l  o f  the  s i te

a n d  p r o v i d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s

cons is ten t  w i th  the  p lann ing  and deve lopment  ob jec t ives

for  the  area .

3"3  Pr io r  to  acqu is i t ion  o f  a  s i te  a  thorough survey  and

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n ,  w h e r e  f e a s i b l e .

€ogn isance shou ld  be  taken o f  t rad i t iona l  p re fe rences  and

fears  (e .g .  p rox imi ty  to  g raveyards)  o f  T rave l le rs .  Loca l

au thor i t ies  shou ld  be  sa t is f ied  tha t  the  s i tes  se lec ted  are

l i l<e ly  to  be  used by  Trave l le rs  fo r  whom they  are  be ing

p r o v i d e d .  A c c e s s  t o  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s h o u l d

a lso  be  taken in to  account  in  dec id ing  on  the  loca t ion  o f

new s t tes .

3 , 1  S i t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  c o v e r ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e

fo l low ing  -

.  p lann ing  cons idera t ions  (zon ing  e tc . ) ;

.  ad jo in ing  land and bu i ld ing  uses  (ex is t ing  and

proposed) ;

'  access ;

.  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  amen i t ies  and serv ices  (such as

t ranspor t ,  schoo ls ,  shops ,  churches ,  open

sPace,  e tc . ) ;

.  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  serv ices  (e .g .  d ra inage,  water

supp ly ,  e lec t r i c i t y ,  te lephone e tc . )

.  s i te  survey  inc lud ing  ground leve ls ,  geo log ica l

survey ,  ex is t ing  fea tures  (e .g .  hedgerows,

s t reams,  e tc . ) ;

.  access  fo r  re fuse  co l lec t ion  and emergency

serv ices ;

.  po ten t ia l  hazards  inc lud ing  road/ t ra f f i c

hazards ;

. r ights of way, easements, etc.

l . : i  T h e  s i t e  s u r v e y  s h o u l d  i d e n t i f y  a n y  p h y s i c a l

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s i t e  w h i c h  c o u l d  r e n d e r  t h e

deve lopment  o f  the  s i te  uneconomic  because o f  the  h igh

cos t  o f  s i te  deve lopment  works .  Regard  shou ld  a lso  be

had to  the  re levant  sec t ions  o f  "Soc ia l  Hous ing  Gu ide l ines

-  S i t e  S e l e c t i o n "  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e

Env i ronment  and Loca l  Government .

<+
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Integration of caravan park into existing community



T h e  d e s i g n e r s ,  w h e t h e r  i n - h o u s e ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l

B u i l d i n g  A g e n c y  L t d  o r  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  o f  a  s c h e m e  o f

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  T r a v e l l e r s  s h o u l d  b e  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h

a l l  re levant  in fo rmat ion  e .g .  recommended s tandards  fo r

s i t e s ,  d e s i g n  o b j e c t i v e s ,  d e n s i t i e s ,  a m e n i t i e s ,  e t c .  T h e y

shou ld  be  fu l l y  b r ie fed  regard ing  the  requ i rements  o f  the

loca l  au thor i ty  and the  Depar tment 's  p rocedures  fo r  the

p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  c a p i t a l

f u n d i n g .  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  m e c h a n i s m s  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  i n

p lace  to  ensure  tha t  the  consu l tan ts  have access  to  and

t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  v i e w s  o f  T r a v e l l e r s  c o n c e r n e d .  l n

t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  b o o k l e t  " T h e  P r e s i d e n t

R o b i n s o n  A w a r d s  f o r  t h e  D e s i g n  o f  T r a v e l l e r s '

Accommodat ion" ,  wh ich  invo lved a  consu l ta t i ve  p rocess

between Trave l le rs  and des igners ,  may be  o f  in te res t .

A  d e s i g n  b r i e f  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  u p  b e f o r e

c o m m e n c i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a n

at t rac t i ve  and comfor tab le  env i ronment  fo r  peop le  to  l i ve

i n  i s  c r e a t e d .  T h e  b r i e f  s h o u l d  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e

outcome o f  consu l ta t ion  w i th  Trave l le rs  and cover  such

asPects  as : -

.  in fo rmat ion  on  the  number  and s izes  o f

fami l ies  and fami ly  g roup ings  to  be

accommodated and the  consequent  number

o f  bays  requ i red ;
.  genera l  p lann ing  cons idera t ions  and the

des ign  approach inc lud ing  any  spec ia l

requ i rements  o f  the  p lann ing  au thor i ty

a f fec t ing  layout  and deve lopment ;
.  genera l  gu idance on  prov is ion  fo r  serv ice

un i ts ,  inc lud ing  water ,  san i ta ry ,  e lec t r i c i t y ,

te lephone,  heat ing ,  open space,  landscap ing ,

p lay  space and fac i l i t i es ,  communi ty  fac i l i t i es ,

suppor t  fo r  economic  ac t iv i t y  e .g .  sc rap

s torage space,  care tak ing ,  en t rance cont ro l ,

fue l  s to rage and c lo thes  dry ing ;
.  appropr ia te  a rch i tec tu ra l  t rea tment  wh ich

shou ld  seek  to  p roduce a  des ign  o f

charac ter ;
.  any  spec ia l  cons idera t ions  regard ing  access  to

bu i ld ings  and fac i l i t i es ;
.  the  requ i rements  o f  the  Bu i ld ing  Regu la t ions ,

the  f i re  sa fe ty  requ i rements  o f  the  f i re

aurhor i ty  and p lann ing  requ i rements ;
.  use  o f  mater ia ls  wh ich  shou ld  be  robus t  and

requ i re  min ima l  ma in tenance;

.  cos t  parameters .

T h e s e  d e t a i l s  m a y  a l t e r  a s  t h e  d e s i g n  p r o g r e s s e s  a n d

d e s i g n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d  w i t h i n  r e a s o n  t o

these changes.  l t  shou ld  be  a  s tandard  requ i rement  in  the

br ie f  tha t  the  loca l  au thor i ty  be  adv ised a t  an  ear ly  s tage

of  any  unusua l  s i te  deve lopment  cos ts  wh ich  cou ld  a f fec t

the  v iab i l i t y  o f  the  s i te .  The br ie f  shou ld  requ i re  tha t  the

d e s i g n e r s  t a k e  f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d

mai  n tenance.

As  a  genera l  gu ide  the  max imum number  o f  fami l ies

shou ld  no t  exceed ten  on  any  s i te .  However  au thor i t ies

m a y  c o n s i d e r  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t o  a l l o w  s o m e  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n

i n c r e a s i n g  t h i s  n u m b e r  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  l o c a l

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f

accommodat ing  members  o f  the  same fami ly  g roup.  The

ouest ion  o f  the  s ize  o f  a  s i te  i s  a  mat te r  wh ich  shou ld  be

addressed in  the  loca l  consu l ta t ion  Drocess .

Schemes shou ld  be  des igned on  a  cos t -e f fec t i ve  bas is

f r o m  a  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  v i e w p o i n t .  T h e

p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

f a m i l i e s  t o  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d

a m e n i t i e s  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  ( i n c l u d i n g  r o a d  a n d  s e r v i c e

prov is ion) ,  w i l l  a l l  have a  bear ing  on  the  type  o f  layout .

A s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  l a y o u t  s h o u l d  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e

spec i f i c  p re fe rences  o f  Trave l le rs  in  the  ar rangement  and

group ing  o f  bays /serv ice  un i ts .  Where  poss ib le  the  des ign

o f  s e r v i c e  u n i t s  s h o u l d  b e  s u c h  a s  t o  b e  c a p a b l e  o f

ex tens ion  a t  a  la le r  s tage shou ld  the  need ar ise  e .g .  fo r

normal  fami ly  g rowth .  In  th is  respec t  however  the  layout

s h o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  a v o i d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  s p a c e s  w h i c h  a r e

not  a l loca ted  fo r  a  spec i f i c  use  in  the  in te r im.  The layout

c o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s a g e  f o r  t h e

space wh ich  may be  used as  an  ex tens ion  a t  a  la te r  s tage

shou ld  the  need ar ise .  A  s i te  en t rance bar r ie r  shou ld  be

c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  w h e r e  o r o v i d e d  s h o u l d  b e  o f  r o b u s t

des ign  and loca ted  so  as  to  min imise  any  hazard  to  t ra f f i c

ar is ing  f rom veh ic les /caravans  en ter ing  or  leav ing  the  s i te

a n d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  u n a u t h o r i s e d  p a r k i n g .  L o n g  a c c e s s

roads  shou ld  genera l l y  be  avo ided.  See a lso  sec t ion  6  in

re la t ion  to  s i te  management  and main tenance.



I n t e rna l  C i r cu la t i on
4 . 5  W h e r e  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l l o w s ,  i n t e r n a l  r o a d

n e t w o r k s  s h o u l d  b e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w i d t h  t o  p e r m i t  t w o

veh ic les / lo r r ies  to  pass  each o ther  (a l low ing  fo r  the  fac t

t h a t  v e h i c l e s  m a y  b e  t o w i n g  c a r a v a n s  n o r m a l l y  7  -  8

m e t r e s  l o n g ) .  l t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a  5 . 6  m e t r e  w i d e

in te rna l  road shou ld  normal ly  p rove  adequate .

A l te rna t ive ly ,  where  the  area  o f  the  s i te  i s  res t r i c ted  or

i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m i n i m i s i n g  s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o s t s ,

cons idera t ion  shou ld  be  g iven to  o ther  des ign  approaches

e.g .  one way loops ,  "pu l l  in  a reas"  e tc .  fo r  in te rna l  roads .

I n  a n y  e v e n t  s u f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  m u s t  b e  a l l o w e d  f o r

manoeuvr ing  caravans  in to  and w i th in  bays  and fo r  access

and egress  o f  the  emergency  serv ices .  See a lso  para .  6 .4

in  re la t ion  to  the  s i te  en t rance.

Bou  nda r i es
4 . 6  A  s i t e  w h i c h  i s  p l e a s a n t  t o  l i v e  i n  a n d  w h i c h  i s

des igned to  respec t  the  env i ronment  in  wh ich  i t  i s  loca ted

wi l l  bes t  meet  the  needs o f  the  res idents  as  we l l  as  the

set t led  communi ty  in  the  area .  Boundary  t rea tment  i s

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u l d  b e  t o

a c h i e v e  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d

m a i n t a i n i n g  a  p l e a s a n t  a n d  m o r e  o p e n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o n

s i te .  In  th is  regard  i t  i s  unders tood tha t  ear th  mound ing

on some ex is t ing  s i tes  has  no t  a lways  found favour  w i th

t h e  o c c u p a n t s .  T h e  v i e w s  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  o c c u p a n t s

shou ld  be  sought  a t  an  ear ly  s tage in  the  des ign  process

a n d  c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  b o u n d a r y

t rea tment  o f  the  s i te  in to  the  loca l  env i ronment .

B a y s
4."1 ln general a family bay should have an area of 234m2

( " . g .  l 3  m e t r e s  w i d e  a n d  l 8  m e t r e s  d e e p )  a n d  b e

s u r r o u n d e d  o n  t h r e e  s i d e s  b y  l o w  b o u n d a r y  w a l l s .  l t

s h o u l d  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i n g  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2

c a r a v a n s  a n d  I  m o t o r  v e h i c l e .  T h e  h e i g h t  o f  d i v i d i n g

wal ls  be tween bays  may be  I  met re  h igh  except  where

a d d i t i o n a l  h e i g h t  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  r e a s o n  o f  f i r e  s a f e t y

requ i rements .  Sec t ion  7  o f  the  Gu ide l ines  conta ins  o ther

cons idera t ions  in  re la t ion  to  F i re  Safe ty .  Bays  shou ld  be

prov ided w i th  the  fo l low ing : -

.  a  serv ice  un i t  connected  to  water  supp ly ,

d ra inage,  e lec t r i c i t y  and o ther

serv ices / fac i l i t i es  as  descr ibed in  para .  4 .8 ;

a  hard  sur faced area  w i th  a  g radua l  inc l ine  to

drain surface water and designed to take

cogn isance o f  fu tu re  management ,

ma in tenance and c leans ing  needs;

prov is ion  fo r  c lo thes  dry ing ;

a  su i tab le  conta iner  fo r  domest ic  re fuse

and/or  access  to  conta iner  fo r  bu lk ie r  was te .

(e .g .  sk ip ) ;

permanent  and read i l y  iden t i f iab le  mark ings

for caravan parking spaces.

St. Oliver's Park, Clondalkin. Constructed by Dublin Corporation.



Serv i ce  Un i t
4.E"  I  The serv ice  un i t  shou ld  be  o f  a  permanent  na ture

and o f  adequate  s ize  w i th  a  min imum f loor  a rea  o f  30m2.

U n i t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  b e

c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  g o o d  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e

a n d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e

u n i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  s y s t e m ,

i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  h o t  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  a  b a t h  o r

s h o w e r  a n d  W C ,  a n d  p l u m b i n g  f o r  a  w a s h i n g

m a c h i n e / d r y e r ,  a n d  b e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  s e w e r  o r  o t h e r

su i tab le  d ra inage d isposa l  sys tem.  Prov is ion  shou ld  a lso

be made fo r  a  food prepara t ion /cook ing  area  inc lud ing  a

s i n k ,  d r a i n e r  a n d  w o r k t o p  a n d  f o r  a  d i n i n g  a r e a .

E lec t r i c i t y  connect ion  po in ts  to  fac i l i ta te  the  ins ta l la t ion

o f  a  c o o k e r  a n d  w a s h i n g  m a c h i n e / d r i e r  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e

p r o v i d e d .  W i r i n g  f o r  t e l e p h o n e  c o n n e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  a l s o

b e  c o n s i d e r e d .

4 .8 .7  Wal l  and f loor  f in ishes  shou ld  have a  h igh  s tandard

o f  d u r a b i l i t y .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  p a i d  t o

m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  e a s e  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  c o s t  o v e r  i t s

l i fespan.  P lumbing  shou ld  be  concea led  as  fa r  as  poss ib le .

Water  p ipes  and tanks  shou ld  be  lagged as  necessary  to

Prevent  f ros t  damage.

4"8 .3  A  sa t is fac to ry  means o f  space and water  heat ing

s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n  a l l  s e r v i c e  u n i t s .  l f  s o l i d  f u e l

h e a t i n g  o r  c o o k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  p r o p o s e d ,  a  s u i t a b l e

hear th ,  f lue  and ch imney s tack ,  cons t ruc ted  in  accordance

wi th  the  Bu i ld ing  Regu la t ions ,  and ex terna l  fue l  s to rage

s p a c e  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d .  C o o k i n g  o r  h e a t i n g  a p p l i a n c e s

w h e t h e r  s o l i d  f u e l ,  o i l  o r  g a s  s h o u l d  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e

r e l e v a n t  l r i s h  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  s t a n d a r d  a n d  b e  i n s t a l l e d  i n

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g

Regu la t ions .

E lec t r i ca l  Supp l y
4 . 9  T h e  E S B  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s u l t e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  i n

re la t ion  to  meter ing ,  w i r ing ,  e tc . ,  necessary  fo r  the  s i te

genera l l y  and fo r  each bay  in  par t i cu la r  in  o rder  to  ensure

p r o p e r  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  r i s k  o f

in te r fe rence.  Cons idera t ion  shou ld  be  g iven to  p rov id ing

each bay  w i th  i t s  own separa te  supp ly  and account  w i th

the  ESB.  The e lec t r i ca l  ins ta l la t ion  must  comply  w i th  the

N a t i o n a l  R u l e s  f o r  E l e c t r i c a l  I n s t a l l a t i o n s  ( E T  l 0 l ) ,

p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  E l e c t r o - T e c h n i c a l  C o u n c i l  o f  l r e l a n d

( E T C I ) ,  i n c l u d i n g

-  (Par t  2 .8 )  Par t i cu la r  requ i rements  fo r  le isure

accommodat ion  veh ic les ,  caravans  and caravan

p a r k s  ( E T  1 0 3 ) ,  a n d

-  (Par t  2 .3 )  Par t i cu la r  requ i rements  fo r  ex te rna l

l igh t ing  ins ta l la t ions  (ET 102) .

Service unit in St. Olivers Park, Clondalkin. Constructed by Dublin Corporation.



5. Site Focilrties

Ch i l d ren ' s  P lay  A rea
5.  I  Cons idera t ion  shou ld  be  g iven to  the  prov is ion  o f  a

p lay  area ,  hav ing  regard  to  the  number  o f  ch i ld ren  l i ke ly

to  be  accommodated on  the  s i te .  Where  such an  area  is

p r o v i d e d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  v i s i b l e  o r  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g

superv ised f rom some o f  the  bays  a t  leas t ,  be  loca ted  so

a s  t o  m i n i m i s e  r i s k  f r o m  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  a n d  b e

i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  v e h i c l e s  ( e x c e p t  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  a n d

m a i n t e n a n c e  v e h i c l e s ) .  l t  s h o u l d  b e  f e n c e d  t o  p r e v e n t

dumping  or  use  fo r  sc rap  s to rage.

P r e - S c h o o l  F a c i l i t y
5.2  Proposa ls  fo r  la rger  s i tes  may inc lude fac i l i t i es  fo r

p r e - s c h o o l  i f  t h e  n u m b e r s  a n d  a g e  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d

d i s t a n c e  f r o m  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  l u s t i f y  t h i s .  W h e r e  n o

p e r m a n e n t  f a c i l i t y  i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  o n  s i t e ,  a  s u i t a b l e

mobi le  un i t  e .g .  su i tab ly  conver ted  bus /mob i le  home,  may

be used fo r  th is  purpose and t rans fer red  to  another  s i te

as  requ i red .  In  such cases  a  su i tab le  loca t ion  fo r  park ing

t h e  m o b i l e  u n i t  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  l a y o u t .

W h e r e  a  b u i l d i n g  t o  c a t e r  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  i s

proposed (see para  5 .3 ) ,  the  pre-schoo l  fac i l i t y  shou ld  be

prov ided in  the  same bu i ld ing .  The des ign  o f  a  p re-schoo l

fac i l i t y  shou ld  a l low fo r  o ther  communi ty  uses .

C o m m u n i t y  F a c i l i t i e s
5 . 3  A  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a

m e e t i n g  r o o m  a n d / o r  s p a c e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ,  w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  b e

jus t i f ied  on ly  in  the  case o f  la rger  s i tes  o r ,  on  a  shared

bas is ,  a  combina t ion  o f  s i tes .  The need fo r  such fac i l i t i es

shou ld  be  exp lo red  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  the  Trave l le rs  to

be accommodated.  The cos t  o f  reasonab le  fac i l i t i es  may

b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e

D e p a r t m e n t  i f ,  f o l l o w i n g  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e

m a t t e r ,  a n  a u t h o r i t y  i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e

necessary  and wou ld  p rov ide  a  cent ra l  communi ty  focus

benef ic ia l  to  the  overa l l  management  o f  the  s i te .  l f  the

c a p i t a l  c o s t  o f  c o m m u n i t y  o r  p r e - s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  i s

a l lowed,  au thor i t ies  w i l l  need to  make ar rangements  fo r

meet ing  the  ne t  opera t iona l  cos ts .

Careta lce r 's  Of f ice/Sto re
5 . 4  A  s i m p l e  o f f i c e / s t o r e  f o r  a  c a r e t a k e r  s h o u l d  b e

prov ided and loca ted  ad jo in ing  the  en t rance.  l t  shou ld  be

des igned so  as  to  permi t  consu l ta t ions  w i th  v is i t ing  soc ia l

w o r k e r s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ,  d o c t o r s ,  e t c .  W h e r e

communi ty  fac i l i t i es  a re  p roposed proper  care tak ing  o f

such fac i l i t i es  shou ld  be  prov ided (see para  5 .3 ) .  Where

r e s i d e n t i a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a

care taker ,  i t s  loca t ion  on  the  s i te  shou ld  fac i l i ta te  good

management  o f  the  s i te .

Pub l i c  L igh t i r - rg
5 . 5  P u b l i c  l i g h t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  s a f e t y  a n d

secur i ty  purposes  hav ing  regard  to  the  dens i ty  and overa l l

layout  o f  the  s i te .

Was te  D i sposa l
5  6  W h e r e  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i . e .  s k i p s  f o r  w a s r e

d isposa l  a re  cons idered necessary  they  shou ld  be  su i tab ly

loca ted  w i th in  easy  reach o f  bu t  sc reened f rom ind iv idua l

bays  or  o ther  bu i ld ings  on  s i te  (see a lso  para .  6 .6 ) .

Te iep " ,hones
5 . 7  A  p u b l i c  t e l e p h o n e  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  e m e r g e n c y

serv ices  shou ld  be  prov ided c lose  to ,  bu t  no t  ins ide ,  the

care taker 's  o f f i ce .  A l te rna t ive ly  an  a la rm sys tem wh ich

w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a l e r t  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  o n

a c t i v a t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l y  l o c a t e d  e m e r g e n c y  c a l l  f a c i l i t i e s ,

may be  appropr ia te .  Such au tomat ic  dev ices  shou ld  a lso

ac t iva te  a  loud aud ib le  a la rm th roughout  the  s i te .

S u p p C I r t  f o r  H c o n t - r r n i c  A c t i v i t i e s
5.S Loca l  au thor i t ies .  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  Trave l le rs  o r

T r a v e l l e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  h o w  b e s t  t o

a c c o m m o d a t e  r e a s o n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e

T r a v e l l e r s .  L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  m a y  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i r  i s

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  o f f  t h e  s i t e ,

w i t h i n  a  r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  e . g .  t h r o u g h  a  l o c a l

communi ty  en terpr ise  scheme.  The prov is ion  o f  on-s i te

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s o m e  l e v e l  o f  a c t i v i t y  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d

where  the  au thor i ty  i s  sa t is f ied  tha t  such is  appropr ia te

hav ing  regard  to  the  p lann ing ,  env i ronmenta l ,  hea l th  and

safe ty  cons idera t ions .  Where  there  is  a  demand fo r  such

fac i l i t ies  and where  the  loca l  au thor i ty  i s  sa t is f ied  tha t  i t

may be  reasonab le  and prac t icab le  to  do  so ,  a  separa te

s t o r a g e  a r e a  f o r  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  s c r a p  a n d  a

graz ing  area  fo r  horses  and pon ies  w i th  te ther ing  po les

a n d  w a t e r  t r o u g h s ,  m a y  b e  p r o v i d e d .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n

shou ld  be  g iven to  the  ar rangements  fo r  management  o f ,

inc lud ing  the  impos i t ion  o f  a  charge fo r ,  these fac i l i t i es  in

l ine  w i th  the  sca le  o f  the  ac t iv i t y  be ing  car r ied  ou t .

Ar t is t i c  Feat ! " . r re
5 . ?  W h e r e  a  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  p r o p o s e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n

ar t i s t i c  fea ture  in  accordance w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  the

E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s  N

4/89 ,  N 8 /87  and N 8 /86 ,  they  shou ld  cons ider  how bes t

t o  i n v o l v e  T r a v e l l e r s  i n  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o

a v a i l  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  T r a v e l l e r

cu l tu re  and ident i t y .



Entrance to Knockaphunta caravan park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Constructed by Mayo County Council.

Handball alley, Moyne Road, Baldoyle, Co. Dublin. Constructed by Fingal County Council.



6. Site Maintenance snd Management

6.  I  The need to  improve management  and main tenance

g e n e r a l l y  o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n

st ressed in  recent  years  in  o rder  to  p ro tec t  the  cap i ta l

i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  a n d  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  o f

accommodat ion  and to  ensure  tha t  tenants  rece ive  a  h igh

quali ty professional service. Cost effect ive management

and main tenance o f  res ident ia l  caravan s i tes  and fac i l i t i es

shdu ld  be  an  essent ia l  cons idera t ion  a t  a l l  s tages  o f  the

p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  d e s i g n  s t a g e .

T r a v e l l e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e

m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s i t e s .  T e n a n t

par t i c ipa t ion  is  endorsed by  the  Hous ing  (Misce l laneous

P r o v i s i o n s )  A c t ,  1 9 9 2 ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s

powers to make management arrangements best suited to

l o c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  l o c a l  t e n a n t s ' a n d

r e s i d e n t s ' b o d i e s .

S i t e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n
6.2 Flexible si te management plans should be drawn up
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f

tenants  in  the  management  and main tenance o f  the  s i te .

S i te  management  p lans  shou ld  have regard  to  the  re levant

s e c t i o n s  o f  G u i d e l i n e s  o n  B e s t  P r a c t i c e  i n  H o u s i n g

M a n a g e m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  H o u s i n g  M a n a g e m e n t

Group,  amended and adapted ,  as  cons idered necessary ,  to

take  account  o f  the  range o f  accommodat ion  prov ided

and o ther  par t i cu la r  c i rcumstances  wh ich  app ly  to  the  s i te

concerned,  .

C a reta l<e r
6 . 3  C a r e t a k i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  p a r t - t i m e  o r

who le- t ime,  may be  cons idered necessary ,  a t  leas t  as  an

i n t e r i m  m e a s u r e ,  p e n d i n g  t h e  p u t t i n g  i n  p l a c e  o f

a r rangements  fo r  tenants  to  take  grea ter  respons ib i l i t y

fo r  day  to  day  s i te  ma in tenance,  The na ture ,  ex ten t  and

leve l  o f  care tak ing  is  a  mat te r  fo r  each loca l  au thor i ty

concerned and shou ld  be  kept  under  rev iew.  Where  on-

s i te  res ident ia l  care tak ing  is  deemed necessary ,  Trave l le rs

shou ld  be  cons idered fo r  tha t  ro le .

Ent rance  Con t ro l
6 . 4  T h e  c o n t i n u e d  n e e d  f o r  a  s i t e  e n t r a n c e  b a r r i e r

s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  u n d e r  r e v i e w  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  g e n e r a l

i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  s u p p l y  o f

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  T r a v e l l e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  r a m p s  o r

other types of traff ic control system may be used where

cons idered appropr ia te .  Ar rangements  shou ld  be  pu t  in

p l a c e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  ( f i r e  a n d

ambulance)  can ga in  en t rance to  the  s i te  a t  a l l  t imes.  Th is

w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h a t  k e y s  a r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e

emergency services, together with whatever other access

ar rangements  and ins t ruc t ions  are  necessary .  In  any  case

b a r r i e r s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l o c a t e d  r e m o t e  f r o m  t h e

accommodat ion  bays  so  as  to  ensure  tha t  the  emergency

serv ices  can ga in  access  to  w i th in  a  reasonab le  d is tance

f rom caravans ,  veh ic les  and bu i ld ings  shou ld  a  bar r ie r  fa i l

to  be  un locked.

Cleans ing  Equ ipmen t
6.5  Stand p ipe  connect ions  fo r  use  w i th  f i re  hydrants ,

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h o s i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c l e a n i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,

shou ld  be  made ava i lab le  fo r  the  use  o f  the  care taker  fo r

keep ing  the  serv ice  un i ts  and the  s i te  genera l l y  c lean.

Waste i  Recyc l  i  ng  Con ta ine rs
6 . 6  A  c r i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  a n y  s i t e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n

s h o u l d  b e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  t o

prevent  accumula t ions  o f  was te  wh ich  wou ld  g ive  r i se  to

hea l th  hazards ,  f i re  r i sk  o r  nu isance.  Where  prac t icab le

the  normal  domest ic  re fuse  co l lec t ion  serv ice  shou ld  be

ex tended to  the  s i te .  Loca l  au thor i t ies  shou ld  cons ider

w h a t  f u r t h e r  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s t e  c o l l e c t i o n  s e r v i c e  i s

requ i red  on  a  s i te  by  s i te  bas is .  Sk ips  shou ld  be  prov ided

f o r  b u l k y  i t e m s  a n d  o t h e r  n o n - d o m e s t i c  w a s t e  n o t

s u i t a b l e  f o r  d e p o s i t  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  d o m e s t i c  w a s t e  o r

recyc l ing  conta iners .  A  f requent  and regu la r  sys tem fo r

r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  s k i p s  o r  c o n t a i n e r s  o r

sk ip /conta iner  rep lacement  shou ld  be  main ta ined.
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Sofety7.F ire

7 " 1  T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  c a r a v a n s  s h o u l d  b e  s u c h  a s  t o

reduce the r isk of f i re spread between caravans, between

a caravan and a  bu i ld ing ,  o r  f rom a  bu i ld ing  to  a  caravan.

Genera l l y ,  there  shou ld  be  a  min imum separa t ion  d is tance

of 6m between caravans and 9m between a caravan and a

b u i l d i n g  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e s e  d i s t a n c e s  m a y  b e

reduced by  the  use  o f  su i tab ly  loca ted  screen wa l ls  wh ich

can prov ide  a  bar r ie r  to  the  spread o f  f i re .  The ex terna l

w a l l s  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  s c r e e n  w a l l s

prov ided they  meet  the  f i re  res is tance,  combust ib i l i t y  and

other  c r i te r ia  ou t l ined  be low.  Screen wa l ls  shou ld  no t  be

l e s s  t h a n  2 . 4 m  h i g h  a n d  e x t e n d  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e

caravans .  The d is tance be tween caravans  may be  reduced

to  2m by  the  use  o f  su i tab ly  cons t ruc ted  screen wa l ls  ( lm

on e i ther  s ide  o f  the  screen wa l l ) .  The d is tance f rom a

caravan to  a  bu i ld ing  may a lso  be  reduced to  2m where

screen wa l ls  a re  p rov ided or  where  the  ex terna l  wa l ls  o f

the  bu i ld ing  are  su i tab le  fo r  th is  purpose.

7 . 2  S c r e e n  w a l l s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w h o l l y  f r o m

non-combust ib le  cons t ruc t ion  and have a  f i re  res is tance

per fo rmance o f  no t  less  than 60  minu tes  when tes ted  in

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  B S  4 7 6  P a r t s  2 0 - 2 2 .  A  w a l l  o f  a

b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  s c r e e n  w a l l  s h o u l d

s a t i s f y  R e g u l a t i o n  8 4  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h

regard  to  space separa t ion ,  where  the  re levant  boundary

( s e e  T e c h n i c a l  G u i d a n c e  D o c u m e n t  B  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e

Bu i ld ing  Regu la t ions)  i s  mid-way be tween the  caravan and

t h e  b u i l d i n g .  U n p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  a n d  o p e n i n g s  s u c h  a s

doors  and w indows on these wa l ls  shou ld  be  res t r i c ted

f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e c h n i c a l

gu idance.  Add i t iona l l y ,  the  l i v ing  accommodat ion  and i t s

means o f  escape in  case o f  f i re  shou ld  be  loca ted  remote

f r o m  a n y  w a l l  w h i c h  a c t s  a s  a  s c r e e n  w a l l ,  a n d  a n y

o v e r h a n g i n g  r o o f  e l e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  e a v e s  a n d  f a s c i a s

shou ld  be  non-combust ib le .

7 .3  The loca t ion  o f  caravans ,  tak ing  in to  account  the

min imum s ize  o f  a  fami ly  bay  ind ica ted  in  paragraph 4 .7

a n d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f

s c r e e n  w a l l s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  d e t a i l s ,  s h o u l d  b e

d iscussed and agreed w i th  the  Ch ie f  F i re  Of f i cer  o f  the

relevant f i re authority.

7 . 4  T h e  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o ,  a n d

c i rcu la t ion  around.  the  s i te  shou ld  be  such as  w i l l  a l low

f o r  a c c e s s  f o r  f i r e  a p p l i a n c e s  t o  t h e  s i t e .  ( r e f e r  t o

ent rance prov is ions  in  paragraph 6 .4) .

Ref 7.2

7 .5  There  is  a  need fo r  s t r i c t  superv is ion  o f  the  s i te

from a f ire safety point of view to ensure that:

.  sur faces  are  kept  f ree  o f  d ry  b rush ,  weeds

etc . ;

.  park ing  o f  veh ic les  i s  s t r i c t l y  con t ro l led ;

.  no t ices  re la ted  to  f i re  a re  observed:  and

.  s to rage o f  rubb ish ,  e tc .  i s  p roper ly  regu la ted .
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7.6  Por tab le  f i re  ex t ingu ishers  (p re fe rab ly  o f  the  dry -  and mob i le  homes and o f  the  respons ib i l i t y  o f  owners  and

p o w d e r  t y p e )  s h o u l d  b e  p o s i t i o n e d  a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  o c c u p i e r s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  h o m e  i s  s a f e  f r o m  f i r e .

loca t ions  th roughout  the  s i te  and be  read i l y  access ib le .  l t  The fo l low ing  l r i sh  and Br i t i sh  f i re  sa fe ty  s tandards  are

is  a lso  des i rab le  tha t  each caravan shou ld  in  add i t ion  have app l icab le  to  caravans  :

a  por tab le  f i re  ex t ingu isher  bu t  th is  i s  en t i re ly  a  mat te r  Nat iona l  S tandards  Author i ty  o f  l re land:
f o r  t h e  o c c u p a n t s .  H o w e v e r  r e s i d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  l . S ,  l 6 g  :  1 9 7 3  V e n t i l a t i o n  o f  c a r a v a n s  &  m o b i l e  h o m e s
constan t ly  reminded o f  the  impor tance o f  evacuat ion  in  (Note :  S ta tu to ry  Ins t rumenr  S . l .  No.  l l l  o f  lg74
the  event  o f  f i re  (see suggested  ar rangements  in  the  in  re la t ion  to  th is  S tandard) .
Append ix ) .

l .S .  806 :  |  988  Butane and gas  burn ing  ins ta l la t ions
7.7  Hydrants  comply ing  w i th  BS 750:  1984 shou ld  be  in  caravans ,  non-permanenr  dwe l l ings ,  t ranspor tab le
prov ided on  the  s i te  and be  loca ted  so  tha t  no  caravan i .  , i t "  o f f i ces  & cab ins .
m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  m  f r o m  a  h y d r a n t .  S t a n d - p i p e s ,  h o s e

lengths  and nozz les  shou ld  be  ava i lab le  fo r  use  by  su i tab ly  Br i t i sh  S tandards  Ins t i tu t ion  :
t r a i n e d  p e r s o n s  o n  t h e  s i t e  ( s u c h  a s  a  c a r e t a k e r ) .  B S  3 6 3 2 :  1 9 9 5  S p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r k  h o m e s .
Cons idera t ion  shou ld  a lso  be  g iven to  the  prov is ion  o f

s u i t a b l y  l o c a t e d  h o s e  r e e l s  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  B S  4 6 2 6 :  1 9 7 0  ( 1 9 9 0 )  S p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i n g
caravan park ing  spaces .  Hose ree ls  shou ld  be  su i tab ly  t ra i le r  caravans .
protected from frost and care should be taken to prevent

the i r  m isuse '  Bs  5482 :  Domest ic  bu tane & propane gas

burn ing  ins ta l la t ions
7.8  Not ices  ou t l in ing  the  ac t ion  to  be  taken in  case o f  par tZ :1977 Ins ta l la t ions  in  caravans  and non_
f i r e ,  e t c . ,  s h o u l d  b e  l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s i t e  i n  p e r m a n e n r  d w e l l i n g s .
p r o m i n e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  P l a n s  d r a w n  u p  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  s i t e  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  d e t a i l s  o f  B S  5 6 0 l  :  C o d e  o f  p r a c t i c e  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  a n d  h e a t i n g
respons ib i l i t i es  w i th  regard  to  f i re  sa fe ty  and de ta i l s  o f  o f  caravans
the  ac t ion  to  be  taken in  the  event  o f  a  f i re .  Author i t ies  par t  I  I  l97g  (1990)  Vent i la t ion
s h o u l d  h a v e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  F i r e  S a f e t y  ? a r t 4 :  l g g 9  ( 1 9 9 0 )  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f e l e c t r i c a l
A r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  A p p e n d i x  I  o f  t h e s e  G u i d e l i n e s  a s  a  h e a t i n g  a p p l i a n c e s .
mode l  fo r  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  f i re  sa fe ty  measures  in

res ident ia l  caravan parks  fo r  Trave l le rs .  BS 6162:  Serv ices  fo r  le isure  accommodat ion  veh ic les

and t ranspor tab le  accommodat ion  un i ts
7 .9  Par t i cu la r  care  needs to  be  taken w i th  the  s to rage o f  par t2 :  l99  l  Code o f  p rac t ice  fo r  the  ins ta l la t ion  o f
LPG and o ther  f lammable  mater ia ls  on  the  s i te  and the  so l id  fue l  f i red  heat ing  in  park  homes and
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f i r e  a u t h o r i t y  s h o u l d  b e  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  u n i t s
taken in to  account '  Par t  3  :  1989 Spec i f i car ion  fo r  o i l  f i red  sys tems.

7 .10  The erec t ion  by  tenants  o f  temporary  dwe l l ings  in  BS 6764 :  l99  l  Spec i f i ca t ion  fo r  hab i ta t ion  and s tab i l i t y
loca t ions  o ther  than those ind ica ted  on  each bay ,  o r  the  requ i rements  fo r  le isure  accommodat ion  veh ic les  :
e rec t ion  o f  o ther  temporary  s t ruc tu res  such as  sheds  or  le isure  homes.
h u t s  w h i c h  c o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  r i s k  o f  f i  r e .  s h o u l d  b e

proh ib i ted  Bs  6755 :  Le isure  accommodat ion  veh ic les  :  caravans

Par t  3  :  1989 Spec i f i ca t ion  fo r  l2V d i rec t  cur ren t  ex t ra
7 .1 |  These Gu ide l ines  are  in tended to  cover  res ident ia l  low vo l tage e lec t r i ca l  ins ta l la t ions .
c a r a v a n  p a r k s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f i r e  s a f e t y  w i t h i n

c a r a v a n s / m o b i l e  h o m e s  i s  c l e a r l y  a  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  B S  6 7 6 7 :  T r a n s p o r t a b l e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  u n i t s
occupants .  The i r  a t ten t ion  shou ld  be  d i rec ted  to  the  f i re  par t  |  :  1992 Recommendat ions  fo r  des ign  &
safety standards which are in existence regarding caravans construction.
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i .  Be low are  suggested  f i re  sa fe ty  a r rangements ,  de ta i l s  The no t ice  shou ld  a lso  g ive  c lear  d i rec t ions  as  to  the

of  wh ich  shou ld  be  consp icuous ly  pos ted  in  appropr ia te  loca t ion  o f  any  por rab le  f i re  ex t ingu ishers  o r  o ther  f i re

areas  on  the  s i te ,  inc luded in  the  s i te  Management  P lan  or  f igh t ing  equ ipment  p rov ided by  the  loca l  au thor i ty  on  s i te ,
o t h e r w i s e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t e n a n t s '  a s  

a n d  c o n t a i n  a  w a r n i n g  t h a t  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  s h o u l d
appropr ia te .  The loca l  au thor i ty ,  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  the

ch ie f  F i re  o f f i cer ,  shou ld  p repare  pos ter  s ize  nor ices  
on ly  be  used when i t  i s  sa fe  to  do  so  and on ly  by  those

c o n t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l  o n  t h e  l i n e s  d e t a i l e d  b e l o w .  T h e  w h o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s u i t a b l e  t r a i n i n g '

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  n o t i c e s ,  e t c .  i s  t o  i n f o r m  a l l  t h o s e

concerned o f  the  s i te  a r rangements  fo r  f i re  sa fe ty  and to  F i re  Freven l - i cn

s e e k  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  S  T e n a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e m i n d e d  i n  w h a t e v e r  w a y  i s

in te res ts  o f  the  pro tec t ion  o f  l i fe  and proper ty  f rom f i re .  cons idered appropr ia te  e 'g '  lea f le t '  no t ice '  e tc '  tha t  they

F i re  emergency  ar rangements  and sa fe ,  p rac t ica l  f i re  have a  respons ib i l i t y  to  Prevent  f i re  -  see  para  4 '4  o f  th is

p r e v e n t i o n  a s p e c t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e g u l a r l y  e x p l a i n e d  t o  A p p e n d i x  f o r  l i s t  o f  s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  f i r e

tenants ,  espec ia l l y  on  f i rs t  a r r i va l  a t  the  s i te .  p revent ion '  Tenants  cou ld  a lso  be  reminded o f  the  need

to  main ta in  any  f i re  ex t ingu ishers  owned by  them.

f . , . i tu i - i , t r  i r . i l  i ' l  i . , { - i : . r l l i  ' " * . , ;  l i l  , ; l ' j l . r  ,1 .1 . : . , i i  l - l i t  i i t ' r r

7 .  Not ices  shou ld  be  consp icuous ly  loca ted  on  each bay

a n d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  P i c t o g r a m s  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  w h e r e

p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d

a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  a d v i s e

occupants  tha t ,  in  the  event  o f  a  f i re  in  a  caravan,  serv ice

bu i ld ing  or  o ther  bu i ld ing  on  the  s i te ,  the  fo l low ing  ac t ion

shou ld  be  taken -

.  Get  a l l  tenants  ou t  o f  the  caravan or  bu i ld ing

immedia te ly  and s tay  ou t .  Do no t  go

back  to  recover  be long ings .  Move occupants

out  o f  nearby  caravans .

.  Ca l l  fo r  he lp  by :

-  us ing  the  neares t  emergency  a la rm ca l l

po in t ;  o r
-  us ing  the  emergency  te lephone and

d ia l l ing  999.  Ask  fo r  the  f i re  b r igade and

answer  a l l  ques t ions  c lear ly .  The name

and address  o f  the  s i te  shou ld  be  s ta ted .

Give  any  o ther  use fu l  in fo rmat ion ,  e .g .  the

emergency  serv ices  ava i lab le  on  the  s i te ,  o r

-  a le r t ing  the  s i te  care taker .

.  Open the  en t rance bar r ie r  in  accordance w i th

ar rangements  fo r  open ing  as  se t  ou t  in  the

not ice .

.  Ass is t  the  f i re  b r igade in  loca t ing  the  f i re  o r

emergency  and by  fo l low ing  a l l  ins t ruc t ions

g iven.
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Arrangements  shou ld  be  pu t  in  p lace  to  ensure  tha t

t h e  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  ( f i r e  a n d  a m b u l a n c e )  c a n  g a i n

ent rance to  the  s i te  a t  a l l  t imes.  (see  para .  6 .4  o f  the

G u i d e l i n e s ) .  T h e  s i t e  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  p u b l i c  t e l e p h o n e

a n d / o r  a l a r m  c a l l  p o i n t s .  ( s e e  p a r a .  5 . 7  o f  t h e  G u i d e l i n e s ) .

F i re  f igh t ing  equ ipment  shou ld  be  read i l y  ava i lab le  on  s i re

( s e e  s e c t i o n  7  o f  t h e  G u i d e l i n e s ) .

'  T h e  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  o f  w a t e r ,  g a s ,

te lephone,  and e lec t r i ca l  serv ices  shou ld  be  made on ly  by

the  care taker  o r  o ther  au thor ised  Dersons  as  de termined

b y  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y .  S h o u l d  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  b e

i n t e r r u p t e d ,  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s  a s  t o  w h o m  t o  c o n t a c t

or  no t i f y  shou ld  be  ava i lab le  to  the  care taker  o r  o ther

author ised  persons  and updated  when appropr ia te .

Where  por tab le  f i re  ex t ingu ishers  and/or  o ther  f i re

f igh t ing  equ ipment ,  as  de ta i led  in  para .s  7 .6  and 7 .7  o f  the

Guide l ines ,  a re  main ta ined the  loca t ion  o f  such equ ipment

must  be  c lear ly  s ta ted  in  the  S i te  Management  P lan  and in

the  s i te  no t ices .

Every  e f fo r t  shou ld  be  made to  educate  tenants  on

the i r  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  f i re  sa fe ty  in  the i r  caravans  and on

the  s i te  as  a  who le  e .g .  th rough lea f le ts ,  s i te  nor ices  or

the  conduct  o f  awareness i f i re  d r i l l s  on  s i te .  Appropr ia te

ar rangements  shou ld  be  inc luded in  the  s i te  management

p l a n .  S u c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s  s h o u l d  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e

fo l low ing  -

Ballyfree caravan park, Sligo. Constructed by Sligo Counry Council.

Tenants  a re  respons ib le  fo r  f i re  sa fery  in  the i r
own caravan and on  the i r  bay .

Constan t  v ig i lance is  necessary  and tenants  can
he lp  by  keep ing  the  area  f ree  f rom cond i t ions
conduc ive  to  the  c rea t ion  o f  f i re  o r  o ther
hazards  e .g .  accumula t ion  o f  was te ,  leaves  and
other  combust ib le  mater ia ls  and by  no t i f y ing
the  care taker  when unsafe  cond i t ions  are
not iced .

Caravans  shou ld  on ly  be  loca ted  on  rhe
des ignated  par ts  o f  the  ind iv idua l  bays  or
e lsewhere  on  the  s i te  and add i t iona l  un i ts
shou ld  no t  be  permi t ted .

Add i t iona l  temporary  s t ruc tu res ,  such as  sheds
or  hu ts ,  shou ld  no t  be  permi t ted  on  bays  as
these can cons t i tu te  a  ser ious  f i re  hazard .

Use shou ld  be  made o f  the  conta iners  wh ich
have been prov ided fo r  d ispos ing  o f  was te .

Burn ing  o f  rubb ish  on  s i te  shou ld  no t  be
permi t ted .

L iquef ied  Pet ro leum Gas (LPG)  cy l inders  shou ld
not  be  used ins ide  caravans .  (A t ten t ion  is
drawn to  BS 5482 Code o f  Prac t ice  fo r
domest ic  bu tane and propane gas  burn ing
ins ta l la t ions ,  Par t  2 :1977 lns ta l la t ions  in
caravans  and non-permanent  dwe l l ings . )

LPG cy l inders  shou ld  a lways  be  kept  in  an
upr igh t  pos i t ion  and shou ld  never  be  s to red
i n s i d e  o r  u n d e r  c a r a v a n s .
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Rece ntly Comqleted Res identiol Carovon Porks

L is ted  be low are  some examples  o f  recent ly  cons t ruc ted

or  redeve loped permanent  res ident ia l  caravan parks .

Moyne Road in Baldoyle, Dublin - a l0 bay caravan park

comple ted  in  January ,  1996,  incorpora t ing  a  care taker 's

r e s i d e n c e  a n d  o f f i c e ,  c o m m u n i t y  r o o m / c e n t r e  a n d

handba l l  a l ley .

St. foseph's, Dunsink Lane, Finglas, Dublin - major refurb-

ishment  works  were  car r ied  ou t  to  th is  28  bay  caravan

park  wh ich  a lso  has  a  p re-schoo l  and communi ty  meet ing

room/caretakers off ice on site.

St. Olivers Park, Clondalkin, Dublin - a mixed development

o f  b o t h  h o u s i n g  a n d  b a y s  f o l l o w i n g  a  m a j o r

r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  o l d e r  s i t e .  I n  a l l  l 2  h o u s e s  a n d  l 4

bays  were  prov ided inc lud ing  a  communi ty  bu i ld ing ,  w i th

pre-schoo l .  There  is  a lso  a  church  on  s i te .

Appendixil

Trim, Co. Meath - expected to be completed later in 1997.

Th is  scheme compr ises  a  l4  bay  caravan park  comple te

wi th  i t ' s  own communi ty /care taker  fac i l i t y .

Balfyfree, Co. Sl igo - completed in 1997. This is a9 bay

caravan park  comple te  w i th  a  care taker 's  o f f i ce  on  s i te .

Bishop's Field, Salthi l l ,  Co. Galway - six bay caravan park

l o c a t e d  a t  l o w e r  S a l t h i l l  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

1996.

Castlebar, Co. Mayo - known as Knockaphunta, Castlebar,

th is  i s  a  s ix  bay  caravan park  w i th  i t s  own care taker 's

off ice on site.

Wet lands ,  Co.  K i l kenny  -  bu i l t  in  con junc t ion  w i th  Hebron

R o a d ,  t h i s  s c h e m e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  o f  5

ex is t ing  bays  and the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  2  new group houses .

Hebron Road, Co. Kilkenny - this involved the refurbishment

o f  5  ex is t ing  bays  and the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a  fu r ther  2  new

bays at the site.

Windtown,  Navan,Co.  Meath  -  a  l4  bay  caravan park

c o m p l e t e d  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 9 6 ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a

ca'retaker's off ice.

Strokestown Road, Longford - completed in December,

1 9 9 6 .  T h i s  l 6  b a y  c a r a v a n  p a r k  i n c l u d e s  o n  s i t e  p r e -

schoo l  fac i l i t i es ,  a  care taker 's  o f f i ce  and meet ing  room

for  res idents .
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Entrance to Bishops Field caravan park, Lower Salthill, Galway. Constructed by Galway Corporation.






